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Sermon

Preparing for the Kingdom and Beyond

Introductory comments about the Feast of Tabernacles and the millennium:

* We made it – we have been here again for another Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day

* We have looked forward to this feast since last feast.

* God brought us here and planned much for us.

* Now, we return home looking forward to the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day when God’s Kingdom will be established on the earth and the knowledge of God will cover the earth as the water does the oceans – when every man will know God.

* We return to a society which is called “this present evil age,” – a society in which we must live in the world without being a part of it. How will we do in the coming year – in our spiritual lives, relationship with God, overcoming?

There is a vital teaching largely missing in our society today that used to be commonly taught in our country. Don’t see or hear a lot about it today – deals with a word that a lot of people don’t like.

Luke 17:5 the apostles had said to Christ “Increase our faith.”

We want to grow spiritually, want to grow in faith, be more spiritually mature. His response – :6, but then went right on - :7-10

Have any of you ever tended sheep? It is my understanding that it is no great compliment that God calls us “sheep.” spending all day, day after day with a flock of sheep could drive anyone through the roof!

:7-10 interesting. The disciples said, “Lord, increase our faith.” Christ said, “Do you want to increase your faith? The next time you come in from the field, and you’re tired and worn down, and you want people to wait on you, get up and do your duty – get up and serve.” “Don’t let things just center around you,” He said. “Take the initiative and do your duty.”

The natural inclination after a long day with a flock of sheep, or a hard day’s work – “I’ve had it. I don’t want to do anything for awhile. Get me something to eat, drink – you won’t believe what my day was like today.”

But Christ said, “No.” “If you want to increase your faith, when you come in from the field, whatever field you work in, turn around and serve, do your duty – that’s how you increase your faith.” and in a world rapidly moving further and further away from God, we need to be increasing our faith.

Duty – an interesting word. I hope to demonstrate that if we want to grow in spiritual maturity and faith, in the midst of a world that has little of either one, we must do our duty.

What is duty? What does God say about it in the bible? What does God expect of us? What does it have to do with the Feast of Tabernacles, the millennium, and beyond?

earlier in the history of our country, the concept of duty was very important and permeated all levels of society – the home, schools, churches, military, etc. as we’ve moved away from the concept of doing our duty, in the churches, for example, the effect has been very clear. What is preached today as the Christian gospel has become very much an “egocentric gospel” or a “person centered gospel.” so much of what is preached in America, especially has a direction arrow coming from God to people. Many have God serving them. Many are focused on God serving them after having a hard day, going through a trial.

People are encouraged to “get saved” because of what God will do for them. Read the bible because of what God will give you for reading it. Everything is coming from God to people. But very little is said about what we owe God, the duty that we owe God.

For us, being converted is not primarily about what God can do for us, but is first and foremost about the fact that He is the creator, He made the universe and all of us, and that in His love, He has established a way of living that includes laws, principles, etc. that we are to live by or, ultimately, there is a penalty.

We owe our almighty creator our praise, worship, allegiance, our faith, our love – as part of our duty. When we speak of the gospel of the coming Kingdom of God – is that a “me centered” message or a “God centered message?” (Mr. Fahey’s message about what God is looking forward to about the millennium, Kingdom of God) here we are gathered together to observe God’s Feast of Tabernacles and this Last Great Day, picturing the 1,000 year reign of Jesus Christ on this earth and the great white throne judgment. It is important that the feast, as well as our lives as Christians, is “God centered” first and foremost and not primarily a “me centered” experience.

I’m convinced that God is not as concerned about what happens to us as He is about how we respond to what happens to us. Our modern culture is filled with words like “fairness” – “Well, that’s just not fair.”
A socialist once came to see Andrew Carnegie and soon was railing against the injustice of Carnegie having so much money. In His view, wealth was meant to be divided equally. Carnegie asked his secretary for an assessment of everything he owned and at the same time looked up the figures on world population. He did a little arithmetic on a pad and then said to his secretary. “Give this gentleman l6 cents. That’s his share of my wealth.”

Fairness (what happened to Jesus, to Paul, to other apostles, prophets was not fair – but how did they respond to it?) this is where duty begins to play a major role in our lives as it did in the lives of God’s servants through the ages.

It’s not always, in our Christian lives, going to be a matter of fair or right but a matter of how we respond to what happens to us. Do we do our duty when faced with unfair, unreasonable, very trying situations? Is this our philosophy of life – duty to God first and foremost? We will grow in maturity as we do.

Let’s define duty:

1. Responsibility; a moral or legal obligation

2. What you have to do

3. Conduct or service that arises from one’s position in life or in a group

3 things about duty we need to understand:

1. Duty stems from understanding that we have rights

2. Understanding there are responsibilities that go with those rights

3. We are accountable to God for the responsibilities that accompany those rights

Micah 6:8 “what does the Lord require of you but …”

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (KJV) “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter; fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”

Deuteronomy 14:23 one of the reasons we come to the feast – to learn to fear God – our duty.

1 John 5:1-3 love God and keep His commandments – our duty – doing so is also defined as the love of God and of our neighbor.

Fear God and keep His commandments (which is love) – the whole duty of man.

God is helping us learn these principles today, and we will be teaching them in the world tomorrow and living them throughout eternity. The millennium and beyond will truly be “God centered,” and during the millennium we will be teaching man’s duty to God. We will be able to because we will teach it from experience.

Rights and duties are two sides of the same coin. Duties flow from the fact that we have been given certain rights from God. If God has given us the right to do something, then He has given us a duty to go with that right. This is an important lesson for our Christian lives and a vital lesson we will teach during the millennium and beyond.

As America has moved away from the concept of duty, it is no longer the “light on a hill” it once was – in many ways it has become a miserable place to live.

For example – we know that in our country we have the right to “free speech.” but no longer is there a duty to go with that – to speak reasonably, to speak honestly, with integrity or to speak with restraint. We have the right to free speech, but if we don’t exercise duty, the right becomes a terrible burden.

If there is a right, there is a duty that goes with it. All over America, people talk about their rights but very little about their duties. This has created a condition of almost anarchy in our society – “I have my rights.”

Quote - Supreme Court justice, Clarence Thomas (in an interview):

Q. If you were talking to a group of college students and you were to give them the most important lesson that you learned from your grandfather, what would it be?

A. “There may be a disconnect between my world and yours, because when my grandfather was raising me, people didn’t talk about their rights so much. They talked more about responsibilities that came with freedom. Honesty and responsibility – those are the things he taught.”

“Today, we’re too focused on the benefits of civil society, and we think too little about the obligations we have – the obligations to be civil, to conduct ourselves in a disciplined way, to help others. Too many conversations today have to do with rights and wants. There is not enough talk about responsibilities and duties.”

What if, as Christians, we have all rights but no duties? Would that be a millennial condition? One of the most important things to be taught that will bring about millennial conditions is the importance of duty to God, and with the help of God’s spirit, man will be able to fulfill His duty, as we can today.

Let’s talk about rights for a minute. What are rights? A definition - those things which the scriptures ordain or that which god has given us.

Duty begins by having a right and having a responsibility that goes with a right, and then accounting to God for how we handle that right. Examples:

John 1:12 “…The right to become children of God” - are there duties which go with that right? “Receive Him” “Believe in His name”

Revelation 22:14 “…right to the tree of life” duty – “do His commandments.”

1 Corinthians 9:4-5 “…wife” God has given us the right to have a family. Marriage is a God ordained institution – we can have a spouse, children. Are there duties that go with that right? “Husbands love your wife as Christ loves the church.” “Wife is to submit to her husband.” “Bring up children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Husband is to provide for his wife and children. Whenever God gives us a right, there is a duty inherent with that.

God promises certain physical blessings in this life. What is the corresponding duty? To be a good steward of what God gives us.

Anytime you find a promise from God in the scriptures, will find that we have a responsibility that goes with that promise, and we will answer to God for that.

The better we grasp duty and grow in our understanding and practice of it, there are some very good fruits that come from it, since duty is about our responsibility to God for our actions, attitudes, etc. – certain things we owe Him.

What does the performance of duty result in? What are some of the fruits?

1) The exercise of duty results in very good stewardship

For example – in the family. If we do our duty with our families, raise our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, love our wives, respect our husbands – if we do this, then we have been good stewards of the family and have done our duty.

In our spiritual lives – if we do our duty with regards to our relationship with God – prayer, fasting, study God’s word, meditate and apply it in our lives, follow in Christ’s footsteps daily, practice the weightier matters of the law (justice, mercy, faith), grow in godly love, etc – then we have been good stewards of our relationship with God

1 Corinthians 4:1-2 we are stewards of the mysteries of God. What mysteries of God? Story – ether
Mysteries - using ether – p. 6

Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr. was a doctor. As such he was very interested in the use of ether. In order to know how his patients felt under its influence, he once had a dose administered to himself.

As he was going under, in a dreamy state, a profound thought came to him. He believed that he had suddenly grasped the key to all the mysteries of the universe. When he regained consciousness, however, he was unable to remember what the insight was.

Because of the great importance this thought would be to mankind, Holmes arranged to have himself given either again. This time he had a stenographer present to take down the great thought. The either was administered, and sure enough, just before passing out the insight reappeared. He mumbled the words, the stenographer took them down, and he went to sleep confident in the knowledge that he had succeeded.


Upon awakening, he turned eagerly to the stenographer and asked her to read what he had uttered. This is what she read:

"The entire universe is permeated with a strong odor of turpentine.

* The purpose for life and why we were born

* God’s holy day plan

* Calling, repentance, conversion

* How to have a happy marriage and family life

* The way to peace and how to love your neighbor

Matthew 6:33 if we are being good stewards of our lives and of our relationship with God, will be doing this - our first priority in life – seeking God and His Kingdom with all of our heart and might.

Consider a second aspect of duty that God has designed for building His family.

Example - in 1791, a man named Benjamin Rush wrote the first essay in America dealing with the concept of national education. He stated that the 3-fold goal of education is:

1. To teach young people to love God, to serve Him and to live by His word.

2. To teach students to love their country

3. To teach students to love their family

Consider the order – God, country, family. Wouldn’t we think this is out of order – should be God, family, country.

He understood something about civil government which has escaped us today as we have lost the concept of duty.

His point was that if you ever lost your civil government, that government would become one of the greatest enemies to the family. Without control of civil government, you would be fighting the government to protect your family. We see this happening in the USA today where many policies seem to be anti-family and pro-alternatives to the family.

He said if you want to preserve the family, 1) teach children to love God and live by His word 2) teach students to love their country and hold to the principles on which our government was founded 3) teach student to love their family.

Consider these principles as they apply to what God is doing in building a family:

1. He asks us to love and serve him, live by His word and teach our children to do the same

2. He asks us to pray “Thy Kingdom come,” “Seek first the Kingdom of God,” to long for His government to be established in our lives now and on all the earth soon

3. We are to love our neighbor as ourselves – families, etc.

Notice the order – God, His Kingdom, this human life which includes our families, our neighbors, etc. Here is a principle of duty that starts with putting God first in our lives, understanding that He has called us to do a work of preaching His coming Kingdom to the world, and being a godly work in this life – loving others as ourselves.

Matthew 6:9-13 pray first hallowing God, then for His Kingdom, then for our needs and the needs of others.

Notice the description of duty in Matthew 22:36-39 the subject – being a disciple of Christ which includes doing the work for which He came to this earth – preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God, the coming government of God.

It is our duty to put God first in our lives, to serve him with our lives, and then do our duty to others.

How many have been to Arlington National Cemetery or to the Vietnam War Memorial? Will see the names of thousands of men and women in their graves. Why are they buried there? Because they did their duty and fought so we in this country could have safe and secure family lives. They had a sense of duty to preserve their country and its government.

God is building a family, the church of God, that has the same sense of duty – a willingness to sacrifice self in this life to be part of an everlasting “country” – a government which others saw and which we today see “afar off.” Hebrews 11:13-16

As a result of that vision and dedication to God’s promises, and with the help of God’s Holy Spirit – they did their duty. God is building a family among those whose sense of duty towards him and towards His government, His coming Kingdom, is so strong, that they put him first in how they live their lives and who are not willing to compromise the truth of God. A sense of duty results in being good stewards of the calling God has given us.
2) The exercise of duty results in integrity

“Integrity” – a strict coinciding of thoughts and words and actions. When what you think and what you say and what you do are all the same – no contradiction among them.

Integrity comes from, among other things, learning to do our duty. Learning to do what’s right because it’s the right thing to do, even in the face of obstacles.
Story – Sand in my shoes – integrity –
Imagine all of the obstacles a person might have to overcome if he were to walk from New York City to San Francisco. One man who accomplished this rare achievement mentioned a rather surprising difficulty when asked to tell of his biggest hurdle. He said that the toughest part of the trip wasn’t traversing the steep slopes of the mountains or crossing hot, dry, barren stretches of desert. Instead, he said, “the thing that came the closest to defeating me was the sand in my shoes.”

Quote: Joseph story, Supreme Court appointee of James Madison – “To secure integrity, there must be a lofty sense of duty and a deep responsibility to future times, as well as to God.”

How is our integrity – do we have that deep sense of responsibility to future times as well as to God?

A great example of integrity from the history of our country, an example of those who gave their word and kept their word, is found in the lives of the 56 individuals who signed our declaration of independence.

The last line before closing the declaration states that the signers pledged their “Lives, fortunes and sacred honor.” And history shows that it did indeed cost them immensely. It would have been far easier to back out after having given their word.

Consider those words – they pledged their lives, fortunes and sacred honor.
Example - Robert Morris – a signer. You could say he was given the worst job of any founding father. After these 56 had decided it was time to separate from Great Britain, they appointed him the financier of the American Revolution. He’s supposed to run down to the bank and get a loan to fund this effort. Here they are taking on the world’s greatest military power, they don’t have an army, no navy – and Robert Morris was supposed to get a loan on this endeavor. Yet we continued the fight against Great Britain. Where did the money come from? The first 3 years were funded out of his pocket – more than $2 million of his own money. Not until 1777, after bullets had been flying for 3 years, did France and Holland decide “these guys just might pull this off – let’s give them some money.”

Robert Morris gave so much that he spent his latter years in debtor’s prison – didn’t have enough to have his own house, clothes, food. He never complained, and he was never repaid the money he gave. He had pledged his fortune. What about those today who have done the same for the coming Kingdom of God – pledged their fortunes – you have pledged your prayers, time, tithes and offerings, service to God’s church and work?
Mark 10:28-30 the subject is the Kingdom of God.

Example: John Hancock – another wealthy signer – lived in Boston. When British arrived in Boston, 1774, had one order from King George III – find Sam Adams, find John Hancock and hang them. Others can be pardoned, but not those two.

Hancock flees his house. British set up quarters in Boston, occupy homes, including Hancock’s – his mansion – an elegant home. When he heard the British had occupied his home, he snuck back to Boston, got the militia and their 4 pound cannons, surrounded his house and blew it up. Destroyed his home before allowing the British to use it.

They gave their word and kept it – integrity, which comes from a sense of duty.

Not just their fortunes – even their families:

Example – John Hart – as British troops began moving throughout the colonies, had orders to pick up all 56 signers of the declaration. The British approached his home as he was caring for his ill wife. Friends persuaded him to flee, and he spent a year hiding among the hills surrounding the Sourland Mountains. He slept in the woods and in a different place every night, kept moving. After that year when the British had left that area, he returned to his house to find that his wife had died, his home had been destroyed and he had lost his children – they had been scattered – never found them. He died six weeks later.

Luke 14:25-33 we pledged our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor. We counted the cost, gave our word that we were willing to forsake all, and God expects us to keep our word. Our integrity comes from a sense of duty which we take on at conversion.

Story: some years after the signing of the declaration of independence, Benjamin Rush, a signer, was reminiscing with John Adams about the day they had all signed.

“Do you recollect the pensive and awful silence which pervaded the house when we were called up, one after another, to the table of the president of congress to sign what many of us believed to be our own death warrants? Do you remember how quiet it was? The silence and gloom of the morning were interrupted, I well recollect, only for a moment, when Colonel Harrison of Virginia (Benjamin Harrison – a jovial and rotund man who loved good food and wine and whose son and great-grandson served as 9th and 23rd president of the US) said to Mr. Gerry (Elbridge Gerry) at the table, ‘I shall have a great advantage over you, Mr. Gerry, when we are all hung for what we are now doing. (Gerry was a small guy – Harrison a big guy) from the size and weight of my body, I shall die in a few minutes. But from the lightness of yours, you’ll dance in the air for an hour or two before you’re dead!’”

This during a dead silence when they all knew they were signing their death warrants.

Romans 6:3-6 we also voluntarily signed our own “death warrants,” and took on the duty of walking in a newness of life, no longer slaves of sin. It is this exercise of duty which produces our integrity, and which brings us back faithful to God each year to this occasion – having endured hardship and trials and having grown in integrity. The family of God is to be a family of integrity in this life and for all eternity.

Psalm 15:1-2, 4 (last line) we have given our word to God, and we are to keep it, even to our own hurt. That’s who will abide in God’s tabernacle and in His holy hill. Integrity is the result of duty.

3) Duty produces a relief of pressure and increased perseverance

Quote: James Iredell, Supreme Court Justice appointed by George Washington – “Let me consider the principles and practice of religion attentively, and abide by them firmly, under a confidence that if I can obtain the appropriation and forgiveness of God, I have done my duty, whether I have the good fortune to be approved by man or not”

If I can gain God’s approval, who cares what anyone else thinks?

Story – John Quincy Adams – who was anti-slavery. As a young man, grew up during the revolution and became our sixth President. Before and during his tenure as president, America began turning strongly anti-slavery – had abolished slavery in a number of states.

* John Adams decides to make fighting slavery his cause

* Nicknamed him the “hellhound of slavery”

* He began to appear regularly before the House of Representatives, a pro-slavery house, as an anti-slavery advocate

* Monday in the House of Representatives was called “Petition Day” – could bring a petition before the house, would look at it, assign it to committee to determine if they should pass a law on it

* One Monday, John Adams shows up with 931 anti-slavery petitions – would require 931 hearings on anti-slavery

* The house went to the rules committee, got a new rule – it said Monday was still petition day in the house, on Monday you can introduce any petition you want to as long as it is not an anti-slavery petition. It was called “the John Quincy Adams gag order.” Every time he got up to introduce a petition on Monday, they called the sergeant-at-arms to stop him. They reprimanded him, tried to expel him – but he would not quit. He kept coming back week after week, for 13 years – still coming back week after week.

* 13 years into this, he was interviewed and asked, “Don’t you get tired of this, burned out, depressed, discouraged, something?” his answer: “Not in the least.” “Why?” “The duty is ours, the results are God’s. I do this because it is the right thing to do. God will take care of how it works out.”

With that attitude – do what our duty is – it doesn’t matter how it turns out. A principle that applies to our private life, our family life, our spiritual life – the duty is ours, the results are God’s.

Quote – John Jay (first Supreme Court Chief Justice): “All that the best men can do is to persevere in doing their duty to their country, leaving the consequences to him who made it their duty, being neither elated by success, however great, nor discouraged by disappointment, however frequent and mortifying.”

He said, do your duty and let God worry about the rest. It doesn’t matter whether the results are success or discouragement – let God worry about that.
Quote – an average person’s worry… An average person’s worry is focused on…
* 40%—things that will never happen

* 30%—things about the past that can’t be changed

* 12%—things about criticism by others, mostly untrue

* 10%—about health, which gets worse with stress

* 8%—about real problems that will be faced

Quote – John Hancock (in the context of duty to country): “Having secured the approbation of our hearts by faithful and unwearied discharge of our duty to our country, let us joyfully leave our concern in the hands of him who rises up and pulleth down Kingdoms and empires of the world as he pleases.”

When we learn to have the mentality of doing our duty, and then leaving it in God’s hands – it takes all kinds of pressure off, we’re less likely to get stressed out, burned out or overwhelmed by life.

Duty produces a relief of pressure and increased perseverance.

Matthew 6:25, 31, 33-34 Do our duty and do not have to worry – God is there to help, to lighten our load.

4) The exercise of duty brings God’s acceptance and His blessings to our lives

Many examples in the scriptures where simply doing what was right made all the difference with God.

Genesis 4:3-6, 7 “If you do what is right” (NIV); “If you do your duty, will you not be accepted?”

Acceptance is based on doing what is right. If they could just get that concept into the self-esteem curriculum today. Self-esteem comes from doing what is right. When one does his duty, his acceptance goes up, particularly from God with regards to our spiritual responsibilities.

Why did God choose Abraham to be the father of many nations? For what did he commend him?

Genesis 18:19 God said, “Abraham will do his duty with his children. He will raise them the right way and teach them of me. I can count on Abraham to do his duty.” So God chose him and said he would bless him – “…that the Lord may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.”

Consider Joseph – the whole story of Joseph is about a man who did his duty. Was what happened to Joseph fair? It didn’t matter whether it was fair or not – God was interested in how Joseph responded. Even as a slave who has no rights, who is supposed to obey anything he is told, Joseph would not commit adultery because that would violate his duty – “Fear God and keep his commandments.” It cost him – though he was rewarded and honored later. But it wasn’t fair what happened to him for doing his duty.

Also interesting to look at every king throughout Kings and Chronicles – the ones who God commended are described in an interesting way:

1 Kings 15:11 Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord

1 Kings 22:43 [Jehoshaphat] walked in all the ways of his father Asa. He did not turn aside from them, doing what was right in the eyes of the Lord.

Joash, Azariah, Hezekiah, Josiah, Uzziah, Amaziah, Jotham – they did what was right in the eyes of the Lord – they did their duty. They were the ones God was pleased with; they were accepted by God and blessed by him.

The founding fathers of our country understood this principle.

Quote Samuel Adams – “The man who is conscientiously doing his duty, who is conscientiously doing what is right, will ever be protected by that righteous, all-powerful being; and when he has finished his work, he will receive an ample reward.”

God will bless those who do their duty towards Him. It doesn’t matter what anyone else thinks.

Hebrews 11:8 by faith Abraham obeyed :24-27 Moses did his duty

:31 by faith Rahab did her duty :32-34 they did their duty, often to their own hurt

:38 of whom the world was not worthy; God will bless them

Conclusion:

Duty is what we owe God – quote James Wilson, justice US Supreme Court – signed both the constitution and declaration –

“What is the efficient cause of moral obligation? (Why do we learn to do what’s morally right?) I give it this answer. This is the supreme law. His just and full right of imposing laws and our duty in obeying them – these are the sources of our moral obligation.”

God has the right to make any law He wishes, and it’s our duty to obey every law He makes.

If we learn to grow in doing our duty, we will also grow in faith. When the disciples said “we want to grow in faith,” Christ said, “Do your duty.”

Hebrews 11:6 those who are doing their duty

If we can grow in doing our duty and receive the effects from that of:

* Good stewardship

* Integrity

* Release from pressure and the ability to persevere

* And receive God’s acceptance and blessings

Then Hebrews 11:39-40 this is why we are here – to have this vision renewed, our faith rekindled and our sense of duty strengthened.

Quote John Witherspoon (signer of the declaration) – “the sum of the whole is that the blessing of God is to be invoked for only by those who are not wanting in the discharge of their own duty.”

Quote William McKinley (speech in Chicago 10/19/1898) – “duty determines destiny. Destiny which results from duty performed may bring anxiety and perils, but never failure and dishonor.”

Duty – a great word to learn and a great word to teach. We are to be learning the importance of duty in our lives today, we will teach it in the world tomorrow and beyond.

God is building a family that understands and lives the meaning of doing our duty.
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