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Good morning!  Very enjoyable hearing the orchestra, especially standing back there next to the drummers.
Very nice to be back at the Dells again this year.

It’s been a number of years since we’ve actually been here at the Dells, since perhaps before 2001 0r 2002, when we were sent to Kentucky.

Been a very enjoyable Feast.

Sometimes when you’re young, you may have a very vivid memory in your mind.  Such an event happened to me when I was 14.  I attended my first funeral.  It was for my great grandmother, who lived nearly 100 years.  1855 – 1955.
How many of you actually have a relationship with a great grandparent?  I thought this was a great privilege to have ten years with mine.

She died in Washington, and was born in 1855, as I said.  One thing I regret, looking back now, is that I never asked her about her family.  You don’t think about that sort of thing when you’re young.  What was your husband like?  Your parents?  How many brothers and sisters?

We don’t have records now of these things.  All I really know is that she was born Mary Robbins in Ohio.  She was located about 5 miles East of Piqua, Ohio.

Last year as we had the Feast down there in Ohio, I decided to visit Fletcher Ohio to see where my great grandmother was born.

She was married just before she turned 20.  Her husband was 1 of 8 sons.  He died in 1906 after 30 years of marriage.  She remained a widow ever since.

When there, about a block off of main street we, we saw the cemetery and decided to see if any Robbinses were interred there.  Most of the grave markers were from the early 1950s. 

We didn’t really find anything on the first trip, but when we came back my wife said, “I think I may have found something.”  When I arrived there she was standing beside two very large grave markers.  One was for a husband and wife, and one for their daughter.  Next to those large grave markers was a small plain gravestone that was barely legible.  It was very worn.
When I read that grave stone, my heart leaped and tears came to my eyes.  The name on that grave stone was for Alias H Randall born 1851, died 1906.  It was my great grandfather’s.

So I looked again at the other 2 large grave markers and the names on those markers because they were obviously his parents and sister. 

My great great grandfather was Avernis, and his wife was Sarah.  She was born in 1829.

Pete’s younger sister was Lena Robbins.  

Now they all died long, long before I was born, in the early 1900’s.

So I was surprised how finding their graves how much that impacted me emotionally while I stood there.

They died many years before, but their DNA was in my blood.

As I stood there I thought about the meaning of this Last Great Day, and the impact of the second resurrection.

They’ll find themselves all standing there before the Great White Throne on that day, in wonder.

I can only imagine what would be going through their minds.  Undoubtedly many questions.  Where am I?  What happened?  What’s that Great White Throne up there?  Is that God on that throne?  He does exist?

Is that Jesus Christ at His right hand?  Christ really did live and die and get resurrected?

You mean, he really was God in the flesh?  Do you mean that God’s word really is true?

Then they might wonder, what’s going to happen next?

I can only imagine many questions will be going through their mind.  How will those people be judged in that resurrection?  What will this day mean to God and Jesus Christ?

What impact will it have on them?

As we look at the meaning of this day in God’s plan for salvation, the title we have for my sermon is “Behold, I Will Make All Things New.”

Rev 13:8- 

Christ made the commitment to come and die for mankind long before, from the foundation of the world.

Of course, Adam was created by and through Jesus Christ.  Ref John 1.

Even though Christ knew, he allowed Satan to deceive man, knowing he would have to lay down His life. 

Satan has led the whole world into sin, thus preventing mankind from knowing the Truth.

Of course, Christ knows this.  It was their plan from the beginning.

Does God want all to be saved?

1Tim 2:1- 4

For ALL men, not just our brethren.

Verse 2 – 4.

But the whole world is deceived, and won’t be saved unless God has a day of salvation for those people.

How much does God love the people of the world?  Even those who have been deceived.

John 3:16-

Reading these scriptures we can see how much God is looking forward to the fulfillment of this day.

God committed His only son back in the foundation of the world, to die.

We look around today and see a lot of bad things happening.  But does God want to condemn the world, or save it.

Verse 17.

God wants to save the world.  He desires all to come to the knowledge of the truth.

How does God feel about those who rejected Him, who don’t believe in Him?  Does Christ want to condemn or save them?

Matt. 23:37-

At this time, Christ knew He was going to be condemned and crucified shortly, but notice what he says here.

Vs. 37

There heart was hardened.  They were too much under Satan’s influence.
Vs 38.

Those people died with their houses still desolate.  Will they ever see Christ again?  

Vs 39.

He said, You will see me no more until you come to repentance.  Until you say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Eternal.”

We’ll all stand before the judgement seat of Christ.

Rom 14:10-

Why do we judge (condemn) our brothers?  Why do we look down on others?
Ref. Acts 4:12- 

God’s church has a unique understanding knowing that today is a second chance for everyone, and that they will not be forever condemned, if they don’t accept Christ in this life.

God’s very desire is for all to be saved.

This day we’re observing will astonish mankind.  A day that reveal God’s awesomeness and greatness.  This is the day that God’s great desire will be fulfilled.

One thing that sets this day apart from all the others is that it’s hard to find a lot of information about this day in the Old Testament.  The true meaning is primarily found in detail in the New Testament.

What does this day mean to the Jews?  They call it the Eighth Day Sabbath.

On this particular day, even Jews who observe it don’t really know what it means.  In fact, they call it “The holy day in search of a cause.”  In search of a meaning or purpose.

They don’t have the NT so they don’t understand it’s purpose.

Ref. Lev 23:, Num 29:35, 2 Chron 7:9, Neh 8:17

All four places in the OT it is merely called “The Eighth Day.”

That’s all the OT has to say about this day.  No historical events really happened in the OT that corresponds to this day.

Plus, the Jews do not know why God has them observe it.

Again, they call it “The Holy day in search of a cause.”

Yet this holy day has unimaginable purpose.  On this day the world will stand in awe before God’s Great White Throne.  People who’s lives are sacred to God.  Every life is sacred to God because He wants all men to be saved and come to know the Truth.

2 Peter 3:8-

Vs. 9 ties in directly to this day.

Why is He so longsuffering?  Because He’s not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Yet, we know that millions and billions of people have died without knowing Christ, the true Christ.

This day will be their opportunity for repentance.

Rev. 19:11-

Vs. 16

This is the beginning of the Millennial rest, freedom from the deception of Satan.

Rev. 20:1-4

We’ll have a 1000 year Sabbath rest.  Rest from war and Satan’s influence.  What will happen when this time ends?

Rev 20:5-

The beginning of the eight millennial day, the rest of the dead will live again.  Finally we’ll have a historical event that occurs to coincide with this day: The Resurrection of the rest of the dead.  Those who died without knowing Christ.

Just prior to their resurrection to physical life (Ref Ez. 37), Satan will be removed.  Then comes the 2nd Resurrection.  All those lives still sacred to God, because He wants them to be part of His family as well.  People who never knew God?  Children who died before adulthood.  Countless soldiers who died in war.  The thousands of mothers who died in childbirth.  All those who went down in ships and died at sea.  All those who would not live again until the 1000 Years are finished.

What happens when this resurrection takes place?

Rev 20:11-12

Can we even imagine what this scene will be life?  Many of them will likely have been atheists and agnostics, and then they’ll stand before God on His glorious white throne.  Mothers will stand with babies that died at birth, and are now living.  All those people who died in warfare as well.  Can you imagine what that will be like?

Husbands will be reunited with wives, and wives with husbands who they had once buried.  My great grandparents will be reunited though they were buried miles apart.  I’ll finally get to meet them.

Can we begin to imagine the affect this will have on all of us, and all of them?

All this was made possible through Christ’s sacrifice, and through the love of God.

Millions will be standing there who had died from disease, and they will have wondered why God hadn’t healed them.  They’ll then stand there healed, renewed,and cleansed.  As they realize what had happened to them, some may worry what will happen next.  They’ll be standing before the ultimate judge, and they’ll wonder about their ultimate fate.

They’ll come to realize that Christ knows all things they’d ever did, much like He did with the Samaritan woman at the well.

Ref. John 4:29 

John 3:19

They’ll wonder what will happen next.  Some will wonder, “Are we going to be divided into two groups, into who will live and who will die?” (Similar to concentration camps in WWII)

Rev 20:12

God desires that all come to repentance. He is not willing that any should perish.
He will then open up the Book of Life. People will then have an opportunity to repent so they can receive God’s holy spirit.

Revelation 20:13

How is that judgment going to be carried out?

Matthew 11:20-25

Well if God desires all men to repent, and if they would repent if they had been given the opportunity, then it must be that God will give them that opportunity.

V 22 – Now this indicates, from the mouth of Christ Himself, that all will be given the opportunity to repent.

V 23 – 25: This raises an interesting question. Why will it be more tolerable for those in the land of Sodom than those in Coridon and Bethsaida?

They will have the opportunity to repent by the great mercy of God and they will respond to this opportunity. But those who resist will have more difficulty understanding this gift. They will be very judgmental and self righteous. They’ll respond because they will realize what a mess they made of their lives.

Christ Himself demonstrated how this judgment will be carried out.

What will they face when they stand before Christ and the books are opened?

John 7:37

V 37: Every reference to the FOT in the OT was to observe it for seven days. (Lev 23:42)

In Israel, temporary dwellings are usually constructed right on top of the buildings or right behind their homes. They live there for a full seven days.

Then they observe the Last Great Day, but they don’t know what it means.

Sometimes they see Scriptures saying the “last great day” is the seventh day of the Feast of Tabernacles, instead of the eighth day. There’s more to it than that.

John 7:37

After the sunset on the seventh day, they went back into their homes to observe the eighth day.

John 7:57

John 8:1 - John 10:21

These scriptures reveals how Christ will judge as this day is revealed.

John 8:2

V 2 – This is the morning of the eighth day. Christ went into the temple and all the people came to Him. Why? Christ was teaching them. Why? This was the day AFTER the seventh day. They understood that this was a holy convocation.
V 3 – 5: Those who stand in the White Throne Judgment will know that they are guilty. They have been caught in the act, just as this woman. They will stand and be judged even for the sins they thought were committed in secret.

Those that sin against them will be there too. They will be seeking vengeance, but they will await Christ’s judgment.

John 8:6-7

Some, in the white throne judgment will come face to face with their accusers.

Mr. Fahey, in his bible study, discussed judges.

Some will face their murderers and some will face their persecutors. Some may want to see them put to death, but they will have already died.

Christ answers these men in verse 7.

Continuing in verse 8….

V 10 – They will realize that because of God’s mercy and forgiveness, they need to let the sin go. They have been given a new lease on life.

V 11 – This is how Christ will handle the white throne judgment. You will face not the God of condemnation, but the God of mercy and forgiveness.

What else did God teach us about this Last Great Day?

John 8:12

When this day is fulfilled, Christ will literally be the light of the world and Satan will be cast down forever.

Eph 5:14

They will wake from the dead and stand in the light of Christ because Satan will no longer be there to add darkness to the world.

John 8:32

All who are resurrected on the LGD will be given the opportunity to know the truth.

John 8:34-36

On the LGD, Christ will extend mercy to all who repent. They will be given an opportunity to serve in God’s House forever.

Why does God instruct Israel to live in booths for seven days?

After the eighth day, there will be nothing left temporary. The eighth day represents the time when we step into eternity.

Now we come to the last verse.

John 9:1
Everyone in the resurrection was born spiritually blind. Who’s fault was it?

John 9:2-3, 6-7

This man had been born blind. Everyone in the resurrection is born spiritually blind. On the LGD, God will heal this blindness, both physical and spiritual. Their eyes will be open. They will be healed of their spiritual blindness and will be able to understand the Truth for the first time.

It is interesting to ask: Was this day a Sabbath?

John 9:16

Yes. It was also a weekly Sabbath in 30AD. The Feast went Sabbath to Sabbath, just like it does this year.

John 9:35-36

I hope you understand who He is.

John 9:38

They will come to Him and worship in sincerity and truth.

John 9:39-40

The Pharisees refused to believe because of their own self righteousness.

John 10:1-5, 14-16

V 15 – Christ laid down His life for all sheep.

V 16 – On the LGD, Christ will bring in all the sheep, and there will be one flock and one shepherd.

On the LGD, it will be a pleasure to meet my great grandmother’s family. We will all have great great great grandparents to meet. As much as we look forward to the fulfillment of this day, I think God and Christ look forward to it more than we do. They are looking forward to a personal relationship with all of us.

Christ will see the result of His personal sacrifice when billions and billions of people respond to Him. Can you imagine the joy of God when He sees billions of people brought back to life as they see the truth about to be realized. When He sees all the people restored.

Psalm 103:1-14

V 5 – There will be lots of renewing on the LGD.

V 14 – All those who are resurrected on the LGD may someday sing this song with tears in their eyes.

Let’s conclude with Revelation 21.

Rev 21:1-5

V 3: They will be a part of His family.

V 4: No more sorrow, no more crying, no more pain.

V 5: When the LGD is fulfilled, this verse will become a reality.

“Behold, I make all things new.”
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