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Sermon

It’s hard to believe that this is the seventh day of the FOT. We come here once a year, enjoy all the messages, and before you know it, it’s time to go home.
Certainly, we have enjoyed all the physical activities here. I have had a few occasions to go out and play some golf. My wife has been pretty supportive of this. The reason is equal funds! I make sure that she has a car, enough money, and she’s completely fine with me going off.

There is something that will take place at the end of the millennium that isa very intriguing event. Let’s look at a few scriptures that we’ve already looked at; they will set up my message.

Isa 9:6-7

Unto us a child is born…

When you look at what is going on in our world from day to day, we are so happy to realize that the government of god will be loving leadership.

Micah 4:

No more war, no more violence of any nature. This will be a loving, nurturing environment. Our wives could walk in the evening and nothing would hurt them.

Amos 9:

I thought it was interesting, underneath the Sahara Dessert is a body of fresh water about the size of the great lakes. When the kingdom is here, God will change the topography of the world. We will enjoy new weather patterns!

Isa 11:

Every elementary and high school will be taught the curriculum of God. Everything you hear on the radio and see on the news will be the Word of God.

Eze 11:

“They shall be my people and I shall be their God.”

At the end of the millennium there will be a tragedy.

Revelation 20:7-9

After 1000 years of peace and God’s rule, Satan will be let loose. 

V8 – Satan will go to the four corners of the Earth. Gog and Magog are metaphorical. This is referring to the entire Earth. An army will form and they will travel to Jerusalem for conquest.

Why?

What happened to those people? What lesson is there for us today?

Just prior to Trumpets, I gave a two part sermon where I tried to discuss end-time prophesies that lead to the return of Jesus Christ. There are 43. The one I found most interesting was the war in heaven. Brethren, this world will be unhinged. Satan will make war with the Saints. Many will be offended. This means me or you. Many will be offended and betrayed.

Because of that, the love of many will grow cold. As a result of that, there will a great falling away.

Both of the verses I read in Revelation 20 and in Matthew 24, there is a commonality in both scenarios.

We are taking a look at the tremendous tragedies, one at the end of the millennium and one at the end of the age.

They are based on three major harvest seasons of the holy land. God’s word likens Him to a farmer. Each harvest is bigger than the last as He patiently waits.
James 5:7-

Here we are at God’s Feasts. Brethren, the questions for us today, How could people live at the last part of the millennium, turn their backs on God’s people and join the army marching against Jerusalem. How could anyone in this room turn their back on God?

This is a question I was asking myself and that I need to ask myself as I prepare for the Kingdom. Ask yourself: What will you sow and what will you reap?

I know I am not immune to what we are talking about.

I am hoping from this point on that we will be sowing the right things and reaping the right things.

My job is to uplift and educate you to reap the right thing.

Hebrews 11:1-3

The Bible is not against itself. It’s not OT vs NT. Here we are… a discussion of our brothers and sisters in faith.

We live in a different dimension. We are God’s children. We enjoyed seeing our teenagers up here today. We enjoyed seeing our children up here yesterday. We’re all waiting to see the little girl lift up her dress (laughter) but really, they were incredibly well behaved! That’s how God thinks about us. We’re His kids!

We are different, but not because of our business or our social standing. We are different because we are God’s children.

Hebrews 11:32-35

These are guys who are facing long odds. I would bet that any of you are facing trials right now and the odds might look pretty long. But these men beat the odds.

Nowhere is it written that we will get a free pass to the Kingdom of God without facing persecution. Sometimes we are delivered through death, not from death. Maybe that is something that others need to see.

Heb 11:36-37

We are talking about a trial of long standing. People underwent these trials for years of time. I don’t want that for you or for me. But I want to be like these folks.

Heb 11:38-40

Yes brethren, what are you and I sowing and what will you and I reap?

I have two lessons from the harvest to give to you today.

Lesson #1 (Forgive my organization….)

We reap the same kind as we sow.

Genesis 1:11-12
We have a number of farmers here. You understand this. This is the law of the harvest.

Galatians 6:7-8

Since everything reproduces according to its kind, no one can sow what is wrong and reap what is right.

What was the problem with those people in Revelation? What are the problems that we may face?

It is a matter of our foundation. What is our foundation?

What are we sowing?

Those people in Revelation didn’t focus on God’s way of life. They were too busy focusing the around instead of the above.

We will be granted entrance to eternal life because of our Father and Jesus Christ.

What do we sow?

Complete dedication to God the Father and Jesus Christ.

If we sow dedication, we won’t have to worry about being like those in Revelation 20 at the end of the millennium or those in Matthew 24.

Matthew 7:24-27

I think this may have been read already at the Feast. It’s always tough to have one of the last messages. I think Home Office keeps giving me this assignment and will do so until I get it right. (laughter)

In both verses 25 and 27, rains came, floods rose, and winds blew. The difference was the foundation that was laid.

We should not fear, as Mr. Welch was talking about.

The Bible tells us that through many trials and tribulations, we will enter the KOG.

Another word for this is pain.

Some of you will have physical pain that gnaws on you every moment. Some of you will have other types of pain: mental, emotional pain (relationships and friendships that are troubled). We wish this wasn’t so. There are others in this room who may feel spiritual pain. Maybe you say to yourself, “I’m so far down the road from where I should be.” But God wants us here anyway.

Are you and I wasting our pain? I have to ask myself on a regular basis: why do I go through trials over and over? Is it because I am wasting my pain?

God wants us to make sure that we have the right foundation. It will drive us back to Him as we struggle through the pain.

Matthew 7:24

“Whoever hears these sayings of Mine and DOES THEM”

Satan wants your heart, but if we do what it says in the Scriptures, he can’t have it! We need to obey God from the heart. It’s key.

Why is it that so many of us enjoy reading the Psalms of David? We see a man who has a tremendous love for God. Sometimes he is mad at God. Sometimes he doesn’t know what’s going on. He is a full-hearted man.

We need to follow David in that way. We need to deal properly with our pain. How can we have the heart of David?

Let’s go over a few things to help us lay the proper foundation. It will help us to reap the blessings that God wants for us.

Luke 4:1-2
It’s not the little things I struggle with…. It’s the big things! I’m still working on the big things! I need to get back to basics: the Ten Commandments, the golden rule….

Back in my early years, I used to think Christ went out in to the wilderness. He was LED into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit. He went looking for Satan. He was proactive.

V 13 (reference)

V2 – He was tempted for forty days. We have all had trials that just wont leave us alone. But notice what Christ did here.

V3-4: Christ used the Bible as a tool to defeat Satan. He was using the proper foundation. It was laid.

Our foundation becomes kind of honeycombed when we fail to be consistent in prayer and study and fasting.

This is not psychobabble. This is the inspired counsel of God Almighty. Because God loves you so much, He gave it to you.

What we have here is a set of principles that will lead to life. God will allow us to understand this and apply it.

John 6:44-45

We often read verse 44. Let’s look at verse 45.

You have been taught by God; you will continue to be taught by God. You have local services. You have magazines. Boxes of PTs. The booklets Mr. Armstrong wrote. Yet when we sit down, we have God with us to teach us.

He has been teaching you. He will continue to teach you.

Satan would love to get you away from your studies. Let this feast be a kick off for you. Rededicate yourself.

Another basic: Prayer.

Who was Daniel? Ezekiel 14 says that in a number of places that he was Noah, Daniel and Job were the most righteous apart from Jesus Christ.

Here is a guy that will not be found at the end of the millennium following Satan. He won’t become a Judas Iscariot. He was spiritually grounded; spiritually centered.

Daniel 6:1-10
Vs. 3 – God is no respecter of persons. That excellent spirit is in you or with you, if you are younger and not baptized.

God called me when I was 15 years old. God works with our young people. You can be just like those folks we read about in Hebrews 11; just do what Daniel did.

Vs. 6 – These guys came to the king.

Vs. 10 – Take note of this: When Daniel knew the writing was signed, he cowered in fear. No. He opened his windows. You want to spy on me; give it your best shot.

It was his custom to pray this way.

You and I can do this. Question is, are we doing it?

I’m using some material from a recent sermon on how God is the great designer and creator. The earth is designed to spin at this rate; faster or slower and we would burn up or freeze. And it must have this tilt, too.

The moon goes around the same within a fraction of a second every time.

When Daniel got on his knees, THAT was the God he was talking to. We can have an audience anytime we want to with the Great God.

Maybe you are standing at the foot of Mt. Evererst.

Daniel went before God and prayed. You and I can do that.

2 Chronicles 20:1-4, 12, 15-18, 20-24
Mark Welch read this yesterday. I’m going to turn there, too. I said, “Oh, Mark! Not there!” But he read it anyway.

There is a formula here you and I can wrap our hearts and minds and beings around.

Vs. 2 – A tremendous army was coming. What stands in front of you that you think is your Mt. Everest?

Jehoshaphat realized: A. He had a problem. We may have many problems. Let’s look at the whole equation.

Vs. 4 – We can do this. We can come before God with thanks. We can ask to have the heart that was in David and Daniel and the others in Hebrel.

Go to Vs. 12.

B. We realize that whatever you and I are facing is bigger than us. We can’t handle it on our own.

Go to verse 15.

Vs. 18.

C. We know that God is bigger than our problem.

D. We know that God is on our side of the equation.

Verse 20.

Have the faith in that other dimension God gives us – the spiritual dimension.

Vs. 24.

(Recap of letters A – D.)

E. Make your problem God’s problem to solve.

This is where I personally fall short.

Am I a person who has done that? I think not.

Here is a man that was well grounded and well centered. Who would not turn on God the Father like those in Revelation.

2 Timothy 4:7-8

In lesson 1, we reap the same kind as we sow. We must sow complete dedication to God and Christ. We do that by prayer, studying, meditating and fast. What we will reap is the crown of life.

If we sow life, we will reap life.

2. We can’t do anything about last year’s harvest, but we can about this year’s harvest.

When I think and meditate on what happened at the end fo the millennium in Revelation 20, maybe one of the things in addition to not having the proper foundation, maybe they will be too much into self.

We are a very selfish society. We came out of it. If we are not careful, it hangs with us. We must put our whole heart into to doing God’s work for us to be bigger than ourselves.

I’m sure there are plenty here who wish we were further down the road spiritually than we are.

I graduated from AC in 1974. I was not hired then. I was a bit of a Jonah. I didn’t want to ever be part of the ministry. For 10 years I was a member in Detroit. After 5 years, I was ordained an elder. I didn’t want to ever be full time. They said, don’t worry; we don’t want you. (Laughter.)

Now look at me.

You put your whole heart into this. I decided I wanted to put my whole heart into serving God’s people. It has been a good experience for me.

Philippians 3:14
One man told me he had been in the church 19 years; he should have been further down the road. He felt he had lived 1 year, 19 times.

We are multifaceted. 

This guy had skeletons in his closet.

1 Timothy 1:12-13, 15

I’m thankful God put me into the ministry; he has put you into the Church.

Vs. 13 – Isn’t that true of us? We have our great Savior to remedy that? That beauty of how the holy days interlock?

Vs. 15 – Here is the man, before conversion, who tried to destroy the Church. He dragged men to prison. When he went to the churches, some of those people had family members in prison for life – that Paul put there.

Paul breathed out murders.

He tortured members. He forced blasphemy. When he said he was the chief among sinners, it wasn’t for effect.

He was opposed to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. (Somewhere in Acts…)

He said the things he wanted to do, he didn’t. He had been converted 25 years.

We can’t do anything about past harvests. But thankful that God gives us another year. Who answers our prayers. Who intervenes in our lives.

What is your pain?

1 Timothy 1:14

I’m glad God is there with tremendous grace for me.

Hebrews 9:14

Let’s embrace this this feast. With each and every sermon, sermonette, split sermon, and music. It has given us a great start. Don’t we need that? A fresh start?

Let the guilt stay here. Let’s you and I move forward. Let’s make the problem God’s problem.

There are things we must do. God won’t do our praying, studying, fasting, or meditating for us. As we have our conscious purged, we can serve the living God.

We have a work to do. There is an hunger out there. You and I want to address that.

Is it possible for you and I to appreciate all God has done for us, and not feel compelled to help someone else.

You are a generous people. You show that in you offerings, in you attendance.

The worst way for anybody to die would be to be preached to death. I just have a few more scriptures.

John 4:34

We have a tremendous work to do. There is a tremendous hunger in the world. We can do that.

Romans 1:16-17
Scholars say that if Galatians is the Magna Charta of Christian freedom, Romans is the Constitution of Christian life.

Here is most succinct statements of Christianity and the SPS of the book of Romans.
There are those that would like to use this book to pick fights about our theology. Yet here we see that Paul was quoting Habakkuk. The Bible is not at war with itself.

We are different. We don’t do just anything for money. We don’t do stuff on Saturday. God has called us to a tremendous way of life.

Power here is from dynamos; from which we get dynamite. That was not invented until 1867 by Alfred Nobel. But it is power that we can use.

You have God’s spirit in you or with you. There is a hunger out there.

If you have been through the Dells before, you may have heard me say this before. In the early 80’s, I was in sales. There was a TV movie about a nuclear explosion in Kansas.

I went to work. My boss said, you are a holy joe, what did you think of the movie?

What would you specifically like to know? He asked a question. We had a Jewish guy; we had an eastern orthodox guy. We talked for 2 hours and 20 minutes about the end of the age.

They asked, why doesn’t my priest teach these things?

You and I work with people that have a tremendous hunger.

We must sow the right thing so we reap the right thing.

Lesson #2: We can’t do anything about last year’s harvest, but we can do something about this one.

What are you sowing? What will you reap?

Final scripture. This is what awaits you and me. We are not like the guys in Revelation 20 and Matthew 24. We are going to rededicate ourselves. We will walk away from this feast different people – dedicated to God.

Matthew 25:23

Enter the joy of your Lord.
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