Open Captioning for Deaf, Hard of Hearing, English as Second Language, Hard of Listening, Children learning to read, or whatever….

Youth Day

8 October 2009

Mr. Shawn Cortelyou

(First split sermon)
Good morning everyone!  I hope you are all having a wonderful 
Feast!
It is Youth Day and I’ve always been impressed at the Feast with all the Youth who serve no matter what their age.

My daughters are going to have the privilege to sing in Special Music this morning.  I told my oldest daughter this morning that I’m nervous to speak this morning.  She said, I would be too.  My youngest said, “I’m not.”

So much comfort.

We all know the Feast is an exciting time picturing the Millenium.  We learn what it will be like in the Kingdom.

Also, as a reminder, the standard we’ll be expected to have then is expected of us now.  Satan tries to distort this today, but this standard expected by God is expected now as it will be then.

Unfortunately, Satan has deceived the whole world.  He loves to have that counterfeit out there.  How do we counter this counterfeit?  

An interesting fact about counterfeits.  When the FBI trains people to find counterfeits, they teach rigorously what the REAL currency looks like instead of focusing on the fakes, so that they know what is the genuine currency.

Are we comparing ourselves to God’s standard with rigor?  Or are we comparing ourselves to the world?

Title this morning: God’s Standard – Is it Ours Too?

Rom 12:1-

We are reminded of this coming out we should be having now.

Verse 1-2.

Sometimes we can have people come to church who look like Christians, but the rest of the week they act just like those in the world.  Do we put on a front on the Sabbath?

We are reminded not to conform.

Verse 2 (cont.)

Do not be fooled by the fakes.  Compare your lives to God’s standards.  Stop being molded by the fleeting fashions of this age, but undergo a deep, inner change.

So often we can compare ourselves to the world.  It’s easy and it makes us feel good, “I’m not AS bad as the world.”  We look to God’s standard, again.

I have a prop for this analogy.  Two rulers, the standards of the world.  This could be our life (gesturing to the world’s standard).  If we’re not careful we can judge ourselves by this counterfeit.  God’s standard shows that the world’s standard continually goes AWAY from God.  It’s a good reminded to compare ourselves to God’s standard, and think of His in our life.

It’s easy to look at the world and think “My dress is not as short as most of the people in the world.”  “My church attendance is far better.  I go at least once a month.  Most only go on Christmas and Easter.”  And many other examples.

Parenting, “I don’t discipline my children as little as others.”  In marriage as well.

2 Tim. 3:12 -

We see Paul instructing Timothy, showing him the standard he should have.

Verse 12.  We saw a wonderful video showing us the example of people persevering against tremendous trials.  We see what we are to look to.

Verse 13.  The counterfeit will get better and better.  It’s not Monopoly money.  It will become less and less obvious as a counterfeit.  We see evil men and imposters will grow worse and worse.

We must constantly think about the right standard.

2 Tim 3:14-15

Again, going back to the standard.
Verse 16.  ALL scripture, not some or most.  The Greek literally means “God breathed.”

Verse 17.

Again, we are reminded.  God’s word, what most of us have in our laps now.  Looking to His standard in our lives.

We can often be reminded of the deceits that have and will come.  Always think and go back to God’s standard.

One thing I used to love about Mr. Armstrong was his commitment, and how he used to say “Don’t believe ME, study your Bible.”  He always pointed back to God’s standard.  A standard we all must continue to look to.

We see Timothy exhorted to always go back to God’s standard, especially in tough times.  But we see those times of trial are times to always go back and review God’s word.

But we must know why we do it.  We’re reminded of this standard in Ezra.

Ezra 7:

Here we see the Israelites coming out of the end of the Babylonian captivity.  Jerusalem is in a shambles, and things are not where they once were.  They come back to a city they no longer remembered to restore worship in Jerusalem, to rebuild the temple.  They had to deal with people trying to lead them astray, but they kept at it for years, even when they had to stop building for several years.

Ezra 7:8-10

Even during this captivity, Ezra didn’t wait but prepared his heart hoping that God would restore Jerusalem in his lifetime.

He prepared his heart to SEEK  the Law.  He studied, thought about it, it was a part of his life.  He studied and learned from it continually.  

We also see it’s not just about studying, but he implemented it into his life.  He DID it.

He thought about how he could implement it into his life.  When he did this, Wow, he saw how it affected his life.

It also lead to his being ready to TEACH it.  We look forward to the Millenium when we too will teach it.  Are we ready?  Do we know it well enough to teach and explain God’s Word?

Ezra went back to Jerusalm and did this.

Ref. 1 Peter 3:15-

Reminded that we must always be ready to give a defense of the hope that is in us.

Why do we go to the Feast?  We shouldn’t feel like we already know it all.  We must continue to learn.  

Being able to explain it with meekness and fear, knowing that God working in us allows us to grow, not through our own strength.

Deut. 6: 

We must become teachers.  We may think we’ll never be good teachers, but even as parents we must be teachers to our children.

Deut. 5 just covered the Ten Commandments.

Deut 6:5-6

To put something in your heart isn’t to just read it, but it’s a matter of seeking, studying, and doing it… and seeing how it affects our lives.  But it also leads to teaching it.  It’s not the Church’s sole responsibility to teach, but we must also teach, especially our children.

Verse 6-7. Wee see this diligence that we are to have in teaching our children.  It’s OUR responsibility.  The Church can help, but WE must teach them and show them.  We should explain things to them as they see them in the world.  We must take time with our children to teach them as we “sit in our house, walk by the way, as we lie down and rise up.”  In everything we do.

Do we make mistakes?  Yes, but as we make these mistakes, hopefully we correct them and tell our children.  Tell them we’re learning too.  But this is what we must do.

It doesn’t mean that since we’re teachers that we don’t make mistakes, but that we’re human as well and that they can see that we’re setting the right example in admitting and ficxing out mistakes.

We are to teach “diligently”.  One translation says “to rub it in through repetition.”  If we see something that is or isn’t right, we should encourage and correct them.

The Law was etched as an example into stone tablets, to show that it will be lasting, and firmly impressed.  As it should be on our hearts and our childrens.

Verses 6-7 has one translation. “Write these commandments on your heart… get them inside you and inside your children… talk about them everywhere you are… when you get up… until you go to bed.”

There’s never a time when we shouldn’t not be doing this.  We shouldn’t just let things slide.

I had a friend in highschool who was never corrected for lying.  When he grew up, no one wanted to be around him because he always lied.  These were his fruits, and things like this remind us to live by God’s standard.

As parents we must LIVE God’s way.  They see our example, our children.

We must implement these things in our hearts, fix our mistakes, and let our children know we’re overcoming.

Also, as youth, we must remind ourselves that we should be learning from our parents.

In the world kids are taught they already know everything, that they don’t have to listen to their parents, but they must listen to them in order to learn the right standard, not the world’s standard.

As I grew up in the church, I was blessed to be taught and grow all my life.

I counseled one couple for baptism, and I talked about kids who grew up in the church their entire life and they were aghast to think how wonderful that was.  One lady said, “I know I’m not supposed to covet, but I wish I had grown up in God’s Church.  What a blessing.  I wouldn’t have made all these mistakes, and suffered all the consequences.’

Hopefully we’re teaching and showing God’s Way.

Ref. Micah 2:4.  Go up to the mountain of the Lord.  The world is missing God’s standard.  They have their counterfeit.

We are blessed to live by this standard today.

Micah 4:4  Everyone will sit under his vine and his fig tree.  Just think, to have your own land to grow on with your family, to learn from one another.  We look at this world today and see how much time parents spend simply traveling to and from work.  That’s time away from their family when they can’t be teaching and learning.

Hosea 4:6-

God sharing the charge against the Israelites for their sins.
It’s not that they didn’t learn worldly knowledge, but God’s knowledge.

<cont.>

Wow.  That’s serious.  Do I want God to forget my children?... NO!  This is showing that I must be studying and putting this in my heart, so my children will have it in theirs… Or God will forget my children because they are not being taught, so they would become ungodly.

The scriptures remind us how important godly learning is.  And as we look at His example we’re not comparing ourselves to the world.  If we compare ourselves to the world, we’ll always fall short.  We’ll go down with them.

Again we are reminded of God’s standard, and at the FoT, the wonderful Millenial rule depicted, people will go up to God’s mountain to learn God’s Way.  Just as the FBI studies the real thing to know the counterfeit, we need to continue to study and compare our lives to the genuine article.  As Ezra did in hise life he saw it… he did it… and he taught it.  Are we?

Even if we don’t have kids, someone can ask, “Why do you believe this?”  Are we studying?

We must look to God’s standard, and His standard should ALWAYS be our standard.
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