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Second split sermon

NO FEAR!

I guess it is my turn. Thank you. It is such a joy to see the children sing and see them serve God with all their heart and minds.

INTRO: It has been good to be back in the Wisconsin Dells again this year. My wife, Barbara, and I were here two years ago with our Deaf brethren. We have fine servants – interpreters. It is a nice group to be a part of.

The weather and the fishing haven’t been as good this year, but the Feast and the fellowship have been as good as ever!

It is really a great blessing to be able to keep the Feast. As we all know and as we have heard in the messages here at the Feast, the millennial reign of Jesus Christ will be a wonderful time of peace and prosperity. It will also be a time of great faithfulness. And as the millennium progresses it will become a time without fear. Imagine for a moment a time and a world with no fear whatsoever.

It will take a while before the millennium becomes such a kingdom. But with the firstfruits ruling with Christ, it will become that.

Today there are so many things that people are afraid of – thieves, murderers, rapists, thugs, bullies, and even bosses - maybe especially bosses! Not in mine; I have a very good boss. (Laughter.)

People are afraid of bears, wolves, cougars, snakes, lions. People are even afraid of tiny spiders – they have arachnophobia. There have been movies about such things.

People have lots of different types of phobias, don’t they? Some are even afraid to come out of their homes. Some are afraid of the dark, others afraid of the light. Some are afraid of germs. Today’s world is certainly not a world without fear, but a world filled with all sorts of fears.

I can remember a few times when I was filled with fear. One was in 1965; we were on the way to the World’s Fair in NYC. I crawled into the back seat, trying to fight the tears away. The traffic was unbelievable. Frightening for a ten year old from the country.

I remember putting coal in the furnace in the basement. There were bats in the basement. I left the door open so I could get back in the house quickly.

The most frightening was selling books. I worked my way through college four years doing that. The company model was building character in young people. I was 18 when I went to AC. I thought it was good; God wants me to build character. I’m glad I don’t have to do it anymore.

God’s kingdom will be a world without fear!

Title of the sermon: No Fear!

I have a prop: Symbol for no fear. A member put it together for me. On the back, it says I had a swig at Nigs. They tried to corrupt me. I had a swig. By the way, Mr. Shaffer was there. (Laughter.)

Micah 4:1-4 But everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.

God wants a kingdom without fear. And when God speaks, it happens. We have a wonderful kingdom to look forward to.

Jeremiah is clearly talking about the millennium.

Jeremiah 30:9-10

Jer 30:10 Therefore do not fear, O my servant Jacob, says the LORD; nor be dismayed, O Israel: for, behold, I will save you from afar, and your seed from the land of their captivity. Jacob shall return, have rest, and be quiet, and no one shall make him afraid.
What a beautiful time to look forward to.

God’s Kingdom during the millennium will be one of peace and tranquility – in many respects a stress-free environment. Won’t that be nice!

None of us know what that will be like. It will be very nice.

What a world it will be when we will be free from the fear of war - there will be peace among nations! It will take a little while to get this across. Some won’t come to the FOT until the rain is withheld.

There will also be peace in communities – we will be free from the fear of crime and hostility! There will be peace in families and relationships – we will all be free from the fear of rejection and abuse! It will be a happy time to live. We will have true inner peace and freedom from the inner turmoil all of us suffer from today to one degree or another.

SPQ’S: But what do we do in the meantime? How can we be freed from the turmoil caused by fear now? Do we just have to live with it until the Kingdom of God is a reality? Or is there something we can do to make it better?

How can we have inner peace in this world with so many reasons to be fearful? How can we overcome fear and replace it with living faith?
To put it another way: Are you now ready to go in and possess the Promised Land – to inherit the Kingdom of God?

The reason the ancient Israelites were not able to inherit the kingdom was a lack of faith. They didn’t really believe God.

I want to switch gears and play a short game. 

BODY: POSSESSING THE PROMISED LAND – INHERITING THE KINGDOM

You like to play games, right? Let’s just play a very short game. I have just one question for you. If you get it right you win the game. If you don’t know the answer, you lose. It’s just one simple question, straight out of the Bible. And since you are all students of the Bible, this should be pretty easy, right?

Who are Shammua, Shaphat, Igal, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, and Geuel?

(Laughter.)

You are all Bible students.

My wife loves to finger spell all of that. (Laughter.)

For those of you who don’t already know the answer, I will give you a couple hints.

First of all they are all men. That helped a great deal, didn’t it?

Secondly, all ten men were Israelites and they all have something very important in common.

We don’t remember who these 10 men are even though they all have something in common and they are all mentioned in the Bible. We’ve read them several times. Why don’t we remember them?

Thirdly, these 10 men have something in common with two other men whom you do know and remember very well – Joshua and Caleb.

So, who are these 10 men - Shammua, Shaphat, Igal, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, and Geuel?

Why don’t we remember them?

They didn’t go into the Promised Land.

That’s right – they are the 10 fearful, faithless spies who were sent in to spy out the Promised Land. We just don’t remember their names, do we? They all died in the wilderness and they are mostly forgotten. But, we do remember very well the names of the two courageous, faithful spies who did enter the Promised Land – Joshua and Caleb.

Shammua, Shaphat, Igal, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, and Geuel were all afraid of the people in the land. They said, “The land is very good, but the people are very big and very bad. We are like grasshoppers to them and they will eat us up!” They said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.”

Numbers 14:30

Joshua and Caleb said, “Let’s go up at once and take possession of the land, for we are well able to overcome it.”

Joshua wasn’t thinking of those ten spies and the Isralites. He was thinking of God who had promised them this land.

They were looking to themselves and not to God. You have to look beyond the flesh to our savior and God the father.

Numbers 14:6-10

Vs. 8 – This it the key. If the Lord delights in us.

Vs. 10 – That is how they responded: Stone them. We have to follow God’s standard. We have to get behind the true leaders of God and follow into the kingdom. We must learn not to fear but to trust in God.

No doubt one of the very best examples of faith in God is that of Joshua and Caleb as the Israelites were on the very verge of entering the Promised Land. This is an excellent account to consider because it parallels the time we live in today – a time just before the Firstfruits, God’s called-out ones, enter the Promised Land and inherit the Kingdom.

We are all here in the Wisconsin Dells this year and we all have something in common with these twelve men – we are all on the verge of inheriting and taking possession of the real Promised Land – the Kingdom of God!

In a very real sense we are all here at the Feast spying out the Promised Land – we are talking a lot about God’s Kingdom and what it will be like. We are anticipating ruling and reigning as kings and priests in the Kingdom of God. We’ve talked some about being teachers of God’s way in His Kingdom.

We have seen that it is a very good land, this kingdom of God. It is flowing with spiritual milk and honey.

Ask yourself, are you a lot more like Joshua and Caleb? Or, at times, do you find yourself feeling a bit more like the ten men who we don’t remember? Are you more courageous and faithful or are you more fearful? Are you ready to inherit and take possession of the real Promised Land which this Feast of Tabernacles pictures – the glorious Kingdom of God?

It is easy to be fearful and to lack faith in a world such as ours today. Satan is the god of this world and He has truly deceived the whole world. Out of the billions of people on earth today a very small number have living faith in the true God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob – many don’t even believe God exists.

It is a world that shows clearly that he does.

Satan also broadcasts in fearful moods and attitudes and he desperately wants us who are among the Firstfruits to lack faith in God. And let’s face it, not a single one of us has perfect faith. We all lack faith to some degree. Thankfully, we don’t have to have perfect faith to inherit the Kingdom of God.

It is a wonderful gift God will give us if He delights in us. We are going to talk about how to have Him delight in us. How we can take possession of the promised land. How we can develop character and develop faith. He will grant more faith to those that dillengently pursue it.

But, what are you now doing to actively build courage and faith in the true God and our Savior, Jesus Christ? What are you actively doing in your life to overcome a fearful approach to God and His Kingdom?

How can we all be ready to take possession of the Promised Land and to inherit the Kingdom of God?

Taking Possession of the Promised Land

1. Always remember He who is with you, and in you, is much greater than anyone or anything that is against you!

Always remember that God the Father and Jesus Christ living in you is much greater than anyone or anything against you.

Realize that fear is something that God’s servants have had to deal with for millennia. (since Adam and Eve were created.) All of God’s servants were afraid at times.
2 Sam 22:5 When the waves of death surrounded me, the floods of ungodliness made me afraid (overwhelmed me).

Even David was afraid at times. He had to give himself pep talks about God and his love and strength at times. And he was a  man after God’s own heart. So give yourself some pep talks if necessary. Remember that God is much greater than anything against you.
2 Cor 7:5 For indeed, when we (Paul and his group) were came to Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside were conflicts, inside were fears.

There were times when Paul was afraid. No doubt we would be afraid if we were beaten, left for dead, shipwrecked, in the deep for a number of days.

He had to remember that God was greater than what he was facing.

It is normal and human to be afraid at times, but the key is to overcome fear with faith. David and Paul remained faithful in spite of their fears. That is because they always remembered that He who was with them was much greater than anyone or anything that came against them.

He had promised to never leave them or forsake them. He has given us the same exact promise.

Deuteronomy 7:6-9

Vs. 6 – I believe God has called us in the same manner, but in a greater sense, since we are a spiritual people.

Vs. 7 – God calls the foolish of this world to confound the mighty.

Vs. 9 – That is why we are here; we love God and we keep His commandments. We have come to worship the King.

Deut 7:17-19 You shall not be afraid of them: but shall remember well what the LORD thy God did to Pharaoh, and to all Egypt …

We are still under the same promises today. The Bible is filled with examples of faith.

Remember how God has always faithfully delivered His people – Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego/ Nebuchadnezzar learned there was none like God.

Daniel in the Lions Den, King David when he was being chased by King Saul and later, the Philistines, the Apostle Paul when he was beaten and shipwrecked, and in prison.

Remember how God has delivered you in the past and have faith that He will truly never leave you, nor forsake you. God will allow you to go through trials, but He will always be there to help you through those trials no matter how difficult they become.

My wife and I had a car wreck and came out unscathed. Some have had wrecks and been hurt badly. But God was always with us.

God is all powerful and with Him on your side you really do have nothing to fear.

1John 4:8-11, 16-18 Always remember that God is love and that perfect love casts out fear.

If we remember God is love and the strength of that love, we will not fear.

Vs. 17 – We don’t have to fear. We can have boldness in the day of judgment.

Vs. 18 – We love Him because He first loved. When we are changed to spirit, we will be loved completely and love completely. What a wonderful way to be!

Always remember He who is with you, and in you, is greater than anyone or anything that is against you!

As Christ’s disciples, we are primarily known by the love of God. And God loves all people: For God so loved the world.

Those Rwandan brethren that were willing to die for this way…
2. Always face your fears and move forward as a doer of God’s laws and ways. It is ok to feel some fear and to be afraid because we are not yet spirit, but fear must not immobilize us.
It must not cause us to compromise and break God’s laws. We must not let our fears overwhelm us to the point we sin against God.
We can go to God and ask for repentance. We can put sin out of our lives with God’s help.

Do you remember what happened when the children of Israel left Egypt and the Pharaoh and his armies began to pursue them? The most powerful army on earth seemingly had the Israelites trapped at the Red Sea. The people were frightened and Moses told them to “stand still and see the salvation of the LORD”. But, what did God quickly tell Moses?

God told Moses, “Why are you talking to me? Tell them to move forward!” God wants us to have faith and to move forward.

Ex.14:10-16 God is telling us today, “Face your fears and move forward toward the Promised Land – the Kingdom of God”.

Nehemiah was another leader who understood the importance of doing his part to overcome fear and develop greater faith.

He had led the third and final group of Israelites from the house of Judah back from the Babylonian captivity to Jerusalem. And now he was coordinating the rebuilding of the shattered wall around Jerusalem. His task was met with great opposition from Tobiah, Sanballat, and Geshem the Arab and how they withstood him and opposed him at every turn. He had to take bold action and show great courage and faith.

Nehemiah had courage and faith, but was still human.

Neh. 4:14-15 And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Do not be afraid of them: remember the Lord, great and awesome, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses.

Half of them were working, and half had swords and spears to protect the first half.

Nehemiah did not allow his fears to immobilize him as he stepped out in faith himself and as he directed the others to also step out in faith and do their part.

Their battle was largely physical; they were building a wall. Ours is on more of a spiritual level. Nonetheless, we must also courageously face our battles with faith as we move forward doing what we are reasonably able to do ourselves. And we must have faith that God will take care of everything else.
Always face your fears and move forward as a doer of God’s laws and ways. Step out on faith. Don’t allow fear to immobilize you. Live up to God’s standards. Don’t allow fear to cause you to compromise and break God’s laws.
3. Always follow King Jehoshaphat’s “No-Fear” formula.

Do you know King Jehoshaphat’s “No-Fear” formula?

Let’s talk about it.

King Jehoshaphat was one of the few good kings of Israel and Judah.

2Chron. 20:3-24, 30

In the first couple of verses, a great multitude was coming to destroy him and Judah.

* Set yourself to humbly seek the LORD in prayer. Sometimes, we just have to make ourselves get down on our knees and start. That will help.
* Proclaim a fast. Some things don’t happen except through prayer and fasting.
* Unite together. We are the UCG and we need to be united. We need to face our challenges together.
* Remember who God is and even remind Him of whom He is! He remembered who God is, and reminded God. The man from the Karen Army, Thomas Ko, did the same thing. He went to God in prayer.
* Believe God will give you the victory.
* Praise God in faith.
Vs. 9 – Now, God has His temple in us. We are the temple of His spirit. God will hear.

Vs. 11 – Go talk to God and reason with God. God loves it when you remind Him of who He is and what you expect Him to do, as you humbly seek His will.

Vs. 12 – Sometimes when Satan pursues us, we know we can’t battle Satan. We can resist him, but we have to seek God.

Vs. 15 – I won’t read the rest of the account. God intervened mightily. Those nations fought against each other. But they only did that after they fasted and praised God. They were indeed delivered.

Vs. 24 – Then God blessed them will the spoils for three days. God will fight our battles for us. But they had to go forward in faith.

That is the no fear formula. Remember Jeshosphat’s no fear formula. Use it.

Always follow King Jehoshaphat’s “No-Fear” formula.

4. Always spread faith, not fear!

Sometimes, we need other’s help. That is okay. Go to others. Let’s lift each other up.

As we draw ever closer to the return of Jesus Christ, times will become more and more difficult. This world will become more and more frightening. Satan will be angry and he will make war with God’s people. Many frightening prophecies will come to pass, as surely as we sit here today. It is vital that we all learn to spread faith and not fear as those days approach us.

If we don’t face them ourselves, our children will. We must teach them as Mr. Cortelyou said.

Deut. 20:1-4,8 Fear is contagious, but so is faith!

There were rules of war in Israel. When someone was fearful, they were told to stay home. They didn’t want them to infect everyone else with their lack of faith.

We are all in this together. It is beautiful to see members helping members.

Faith is also contagious. Jehosphat was an example. They believed God and unitedly sought His will.

Jesus Christ gives us all some very good advice.

Matt. 10:28-31 Fear not (phrase found 63 times in the Bible) them which kill the body (soma, flesh), but are not able to kill the soul (psuche, life corresponding to Heb. Nephesh) …

No one can kill your life. Only God can take your life away. But He doesn’t want to do that. Fear not those that kill the body, because God can resurrect. If we die in a car wreck, or someone murders us, we can be resurrected.

We need a proper fear and belief in God.

Man cannot kill the soul because God can give life again – He can resurrect anyone man or disease or accident can kill.

Luke 12:32 Fear not, little flock, it is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom!

He wants to give us all His kingdom. That is wonderful. Unless you don’t want it, you will  be there. Do you want the kingdom? Sure you do; that is why you are here.

We have a Savior who died for us.

Always spread faith, not fear!
Don’t worry, seek God’s Kingdom and always remember it is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom!

CONC: Now is the time to place our faith and trust in God the Father and in Jesus Christ, our Savior. As we continue to keep the Feast and return to our homes in a few days, let us look to God’s glorious Kingdom – a kingdom of peace, a kingdom with NO FEAR.
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