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Mr. Dan Dowd

Sermon

LGD Preparation – Now Is The Time

Got to remember to turn everything on.

Standing at the back listening to the choir makes my hair stand up. Fantastic.

My mom tried to teach me the piano. A cartoon showed a little boy: If God intended me to play the piano, He would have given me 88 fingers. (laughter.)

Introduction:

Here we are on the fifth day of the FOT. What is the relevance of these 7 days we are observing – that is what do these days mean in practical terms for you and me?

With the spring Holy Days and the Feast of Pentecost the fulfillment can be very personal. 
We see Christ’s Passover sacrifice for our sins and then we see God helping us come out of those sins with the DOB. 
With the Feast of Pentecost we picture the giving of God’s Holy Spirit so we can deepen and strengthen our relationship with God – so we can write His laws on our hearts.

The focus of our calling changes with the Feast of Trumpets. We picture the resurrection to eternal life for all of God’s faithful – but it is not about us.

What is it about?

We read from Paul an outlook that is often forgotten in the Christian world today. It speaks to what God is doing in all His holy days.

READ: Heb. 2:10 – bringing many sons to glory

That is the part I’m going to focus on. God is going to bring many sons to glory. And He is also calling women.

God gives us eternal life in part so that we can assist Him and Christ.

We are here at the Feast to learn to serve. For those millions who will live into the Millennium, they will first and foremost need to be served because they and this world will be so broken from the Tribulation.

They won’t need to be corrected so much as to have their needs served.

We read in Isa. 2 the other day about how the nations of the earth will sparkle under the leadership of Christ.

We read Isa. 11 and that shows us a world of peace and harmony with all of God’s creation.

Much that we are called to is this vision of service.

Christ is setting the stage for when He would not be with the disciples. He is talking about what He wants to see when He returns.

READ: Matt. 24:46 – blessed is that servant whom his Lord shall find him doing so when He comes.

He wants to see us live up the calling He has given us.

We know this applies to when Christ returns, but do we then get to sit and watch for the next thousand years? Is Christ simply going to snap His fingers and fix all of the destruction? Is He simply going to wave His hand and give peace of mind to the billions who have lived through the Tribulation?

Why would Christ expect us to be doing His work when He returns, and then have nothing for us to do after that?

I submit to you, He does not.

READ: John 5:17 – my Father and I work.
If they are working now to put this in place, doesn’t it stand to reason it will continue.

There are references in Philippians and other verses that tell us that we are to have the mind of Christ. Christ and the Father are working now, and have been working even before the creation. That should be part of the mind set we take on.
Do we have the vision of working alongside Christ and the Father? Mr. Black spoke of this on the opening night.

We have heard wonderful messages about how the earth will change during the Millennium, as Mr. Graham elaborated on two days ago.

This fifth day represents being approximately 714 years into the Millennium. (By analogy.) What will have been accomplished by that time?
You and I and all of the resurrected saints will have worked alongside Christ to rebuild the earth and to heal the people who live into the Millennium, but what is the point of all of that work during the Millennium? Is it work for the sake of work? To rebuild something temporarily.
I submit to you that the Millennium will be about you and me working under the direction of Jesus Christ:

· to prepare the people living at the end of the Millennium for the release of Satan
· to rebuild the world for all of those billions of individuals who will be resurrected at the end of those thousand years.

We will be laying the foundation for the world to be ready for the LGD. That is a tremendous amount of work.
SPS:
My sermon today is not so much speculation as I am going to have you consider the possibilities of our role in the Millennium. What will we take from the Millennium to set the stage for the LGD? What will we take from this Feast to set that vision in our minds? What will our work consist of in the millennium?
Body:

What will our work consist of in the Millennium?

God calls us before him on the Sabbaths so that we don’t forget that this is not life; this is just preparation for it.

READ: Eph. 2:8-10 – created for good works.
Not one of us sitting here can demand of God we’ve done this because we’ve earned it. It is completely through His mercy. He says this in verse 9.

We understand that to be obedience to His law and to service to one another.

We should be practicing that way of life now, so when reality comes, we aren’t standing around wondering, “What do I do now?”

How do we know what the mind of Christ is? We read of that in Galatians.

Called to serve.

What are the two most important attributes that we can have now that will translate over to when we are spirit?

READ: Gal. 5:22-23 – fruits of the spirit.

. . . that is Godly character. This is what we should exhibit on a regular basis.
But what is the practicality of this. How do I put this in place? What are the bullet points?

Our “work” in the Millennium

· 1. Rulership

· READ: Rev. 1:5-6 – given responsibility as kings and priests.
· We have been given responsibility as kings and priests.

· God will share management of the kingdom with the resurrected, immortal children of God – will God just give us the understanding of how to fulfill these roles (He could), or will we learn how to be servant leaders in the Millennium? One of the interesting things about teaching is that you learn more than the students. It is harder than just sitting and listening. How can you know what to do?
· READ: Daniel 7:27 – This vision can be scary. But God always gives us a hope of the future as well.
-- the whole heaven, shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. We will have rulership in the KOG that is more than any of us would ever experience in this life.
The whole heaven. On a clear night, you can see the stars scattered in the sky. Ever think that you and I will have part of that. Our roles as kings and priests will eclipse whatever we know in this life.
· Proverbs 29:2 tells us, "When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice . . ." The whole world will rejoice under the righteous rulership of the family of God!

Can you imagine fulfilling this in your corner of the universe? The rulers of this world realize how hard it is to make decisions. No one will be happy. But then, they will receive the benifits of God’s rule.

We have examples of bad rulership all around us. And people are still astonished when it fails.

· READ: Luke 22:25-26 – the greatest must rule like one who serves

Who gets to sit in the corner office? Who gets dibbs on the best seat in the car? Same thing.


I’ll put a chicken in every pot!

Vs. 26 – We are back to that aspect. The rulership God is looking for is service. The sky is the limit in that respect. It is not just being up here speaking. It is not just serving in other capacities. It is just serving whenever you see a need.

We are talking about people skills. Do you serve for the glory of God? Do you know how to work with people?
PEOPLE SKILLS!

· READ: Luke 19:12-26 – parable of the talents.

A nobleman leaves for a trip and leaves different monies – or talents or abilities – to various servants.

Vs. 16 – I want him on my 401k plan! 10 to 1 return!

Vs. 18 – Still not a bad return.

Vs. 21 – I was afraid I would lose it.

Vs. 22 – I remember the criticism a few years ago that the average church member was called to pay and pray.

· Would you rather have some one on their knees praying for you?

It is interesting in the parallel accounts, it is not so much the amount of the return, but whether they did anything with it.

God doesn’t give us His spirit so we can sit on it. He wants a return on His investment. He is looking for us to learn things now that He can magnify in the future to be the leaders He wants.

· 

What is the relationship between our jobs now and what we will be doing in the KOG?

maybe  you are a boss. What do you want to see in an employee?

· Loyalty, time management, diligent, easy to get along, etc. are all important skills that will translate into any job or responsibility that we might have in the KOG.

Our work skills may not translate but our work habits will. How we seek to serve God will. Can we follow through? As a home owner, it is frustrating how often the people I hire don’t follow through.

Can we work without constant supervision? Can we follow instructions? Are we exercising the Fruits of the Spirit now to learn how to serve?

· REF: Matt. 19:23-28 – individuals prepared by God to rule over the 12 tribes. Where do we fit in? God knows our future because He knows our character – He knows our “works.”


It is not a zero sum game. The interesting thing about God’s way is that there is always more. He will know where we fit because He will see our works now.

Chance favors the prepared.

What are you preparing for now?

2. Teaching those who live into the KOG, but also preparing for those who will be raised in the LGD.

There will be a tremendous need to reteach people. What does that mean?

· READ: Isa. 2:2-4 – swords into plowshares, neither shall they learn war anymore (repeated in Micah 4:1-3)

Look at the huge amount of money used for preparation for war. Can you imagine it being put to another use?

Mountains are symbolic of governments. God’s government will be over all nations.

Vs. 2 – That is not the focus today.

Do you realize that 40 years ago, the Bible could still be taught in high schools. You can’t bring one in anymore, let alone teach from it.

Are we just going to be teaching them to quote scripture or to live from it?


Part of our role in the Millennium will be to teach people the right way to live.

We used to talk a lot about the get way and the get way.

We have bodies like the UN. Lot of rhetoric; little action. Do you see yourself as part of the solution to those matters?

· Conflict resolution

· READ: Isa. 19:23-25 – a highway to unite Egypt, Assyria and Israel. It will be in our hands working with God to bring this to past.

They have not worked well together often, and when they have, it has been bad for everybody else.

Vs. 24 – Imagine that. Rather than wars, there will be a blessing. Will that come automatically, or does it involve teaching?

· The meaning of marriage and how to have a happy marriage.

· REF: Isa. 30:21 – this is the way

This is not just about catching them. It is more proactive. Look, let me give you the benefit of my experience. God has directed me in the way to show you the way that works.

· Healing: world, nations, people

· Education taught now vs. what will be taught in the KOG - education will have the necessary spiritual component.

It is easy to be a critic. Nobody brings me problems in my local congregations. “This needs to be done.” I just say, “Go take care of it.” They say, ME? I say, “Sure, you know what needs to be done.” (Laughter.)

Life is not coasting along, happenstance. That is a sad reality if you believe that. There are positive and negative forces at work. One of the blessings of the millennium is that that evil force will be removed.

· READ: Rev. 20:2 – we will be able to teach people without the interference of Satan. V.3 – Satan released, we will need to teach prior.

I don’t think we fully appreciate that. We are so surrounded with what is now that we can’t see it.

Vs. 3 – Satan will be released. To me that shows God’s fairness. Is that odd? He will release Satan because He is fair?

Those born in the millennium, all they have known and taught was focused on God. How fair is that? God wants to know what we will choose: God or Satan.

Do you think He does that happenstance. Chugging along and God says, “Oh, I promised to loose Satan.” Or will He say, “Let me teach you now so you will be prepared. When Satan comes back, you will see that his way is not worth buying into.

We will spend a lot of the millennium doing this.


· REF: Ez. 44: - sacrifices at the Temple in the Millennium

Why would we go back to sacrifices? We have the ultimate sacrifice? In that physical doing, there are lessons.

· 3. Physical preparation for generations past to be raised in the 2nd resurrection (homes, clothes, food, etc.)

Are they going to come up clothed? I don’t know; I hope so, in some cases.

How will we get them from point A to point B?

In the millennium, we will teach them that they are served, but they will serve others, too.

I always liked this song about the dry bones. Maybe I can get Mr. Myers to sing it.


· READ: Ez. 37:1-14 – valley of dry bones.

Have you thought about the billions that have lived? What about their needs.

These bones had been dead a long time.

Vs. 3 – Ezekiel was not sure, but he knew God knew.

Vs. 6 – A great time of teaching.

People who lived in squalor. People who died very young.

Vs. 8 – An interesting sight.

Vs. 11 – We know from other prophecies that it is not limited to Israel; but He is working first with Israel.

Can you imagine dying in terrible circumstances and then suddenly being alive again? A hand to hold them and tell them, “I know you don’t understand this now, but it really is okay”?

Vs. 14 – This is not second chance salvation. They didn’t know before. We won’t rule them for the sake of ruling, but to give them a better life. To give them a clear contrast between what they had under Satan’s rule and what they can have under God’s.
 

· READ: Isa. 58:12 – rebuild the waste places (a theme through Isaiah)

2/3 of the world lies under water. How much land will be exposed? In some cases, seas will disappear altogether.

The mountains will be removed. Some of them will be saved because they are beautiful.


Are you a gardener? If not, do you have a vision in your role in that?

What about rebuilding the spiritual waste places? The voids in spiritual understanding?

When billions are resurrected in the last day, we can point them. These people lived through a tough time. Look what God was able to do with them. That rebuilding will be done in the right way.


· REF: Jer. 18 – potter – remaking the world as God intended. Genesis and the Garden.

· “wasteland shall blossom” land recovered for human use (2/3 of world under water, much of current land area unusable [desert, mountains, etc.])

· REF: 2 Cor. 5:17 – all things are become new

· Rebuilding will be done in the right way – proper city planning, green areas, technology developed that will not pollute our environment.

· READ: Amos. 9:14 – they shall rebuild the waste places…make gardens and eat from them. 

They won’t have to move to run away from violence. Think about how much time we spend running from things. The things we own require time to maintain.

The Nelson Study Bible explains the significance of Amos' statement: "Israelite farmers plowed...from mid-October. They harvested the grain crop...from late March to early June. For the plowman to overtake the reaper would mean such an abundant harvest that it would last all summer and would not be gathered until the plowing had started again."

Ever thought about why that will happen? We will rebuild the land, so it will be much more productive.

An interesting thought. What if much like Jacob, we are doing this in preparation for future people. (I think he means Joseph.)


It is just a blessing of God’s way of life.

How can you manage that? Can you see this as part of the kingdom of God?


· READ: Ez. 36:35 – this land…has become like Eden. What if part of this blessing is for those yet to be resurrected? What if, like Jacob in Egypt, this will be food store for a future time – a time when billions of people will be raised back to life picture in the LGD?

· READ: 2 Pet. 3:9 – none should perish.
God is not interested in just a handful. He is interested in all.

We get locked in a linear outlook. We think God should have been here by now. But He doesn’t count time as we do.

Part of the physical preparation we will do will bring others to repentance so that none will perish.


· READ: Zech. 8:4-5 – old men and women sit in the streets, boys and girls play in the streets (Safety and security in abundance).

It will be such an environment based on God’s way that no one will fear. There is physical preparation that goes into that.
What will be your role be? Are you preparing now?

READ: 1 Thess. 2:12 – walk worthy of the KOG.
We are not called to a nebulous concept. God wants to see us in action.

When do we do that? Do we watch world news and see the Tribulation heats up and then get serious? Or until someone else tells us it is time?

This pictures much of the work we will be doing alongside Christ in the Millennium – but what about after the Millennium?

Beyond all of the work needed to bring the earth back from such a destroyed state after the Tribulation, what needs to be done in preparation for the LGD?

There is a work that will need to be done in the millennium to prepare for the billions that will be raised. We know God is not a God of confusion; it will be done with a plan.

How many billions of people will be raised in the LGD? What do we need to prepare for that day to take place? We know that God is not a God of confusion, so what organization will be put in place for the LGD to be fulfilled in “decency and order?”

The Millennium is preparation for the LGD.

Conclusion:
I mentioned in my introduction that for any of the Holy Days to have relevance for us personally, we need to see how they change our life personally. What is the relevancy for you for the FOT?

Do you see yourself learning to rule now?

Are you learning to teach God’s plan of salvation now? Later might not be good enough. Are you ready to educate people on how to live? For all those in the second resurrection.
Are you ready to work in preparing a broken world for all of those who will be raised in the 2nd resurrection?

Now is the time for us to consider and work toward being ready for the possibilities of our role in the Millennium.
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