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Mr. Ken Graham

Sermon

A Word Behind Them or Your Part in the Millennium

SUBJECT: Vision. Our part in the Millennium. Isa. 30:19-20.

Good morning brethren! Good to see everyone this morning. The auditorium is full. It is the third day of the FOT.

Now that we have a new administration and Wall Street bailed out with a couple of $ trillion dollars of our money this last year (or should I say our children's and grandchildren's money), we, as a nation, are free to obsess once again about our addiction to oil and how we, are going to continue to satisfy that craving.

In fact, we are so addicted to oil that we even eat it. Yes, we are literally eating and breathing petroleum. Where does this chemical fertilizer that gets spread on the ground, and on our fruits and vegetables come from?

We are not only powered by petroleum, but we’re fed by it as well. Almost every perfume and spray we use has its foundation in petroleum, so we’re breathing it as well. That’s pretty addicted, I’d say. That is why we have the fragrance free area in the balcony as was mentioned this morning.
But ours is an addiction not just to oil, but to energy, and to that which energy generates - power. We are power-hungry in business and industry certainly. But also in the sense of electric power. We are addicted in many ways.

And not just for oil. We are power-hungry for all kinds of out-dated, out-classed, down-and-out forms of power. We are still plugging into transmission lines and power grids when the lesson of the Scriptures would teach us to go wireless. Let me give you an example.

You are probably wondering where I’m going with this.

Last year a major project was completed. Due to a big increase in traffic to the San Juan Islands, a little "spur" called "Washington State Highway 20 West" was being transformed. It used to be a simple two-lane road, dotted with feed processing plants, great breakfast diners, and picture-postcard tulip fields.

It's now become a full-throttle four-lane commuter thorough-fare. The diner was bulldozed. The old-growth firs became bonfires. The local antique store, convenience store and bargain motel all disappeared under a new layer of asphalt.
All the things that were there that were fun disappeared.

But guess what did not disappear? Or rather, guess what was resurrected after the destruction?

Ugly telephone poles and wires. Got to have our power the old fashioned way.

You know the drill. All the ground is chewed up. Huge holes and divots are dug. Trenches are troweled open, then closed up. But the final act of construction then jettisons the project back into the nineteenth century.

They put back in the telephone poles again. What century are we living in anyway? Is this the 21st century? Don’t you think we could find a better way to do wire?

I repeat: new wires are carefully re-installed. Big post-holes are dug, creosote soaked poles are sunk, lines are strung up. The technology of the late nineteenth century gets resurrected for a new twenty-first century project.
How about your neighborhood? Are they still putting in telephone poles? Are they still patching highways with obsolete, lowest bidder repairs every summer in your neighborhood? So they can be out tearing them up to fix them again next year? Are they still putting up telephone poles connected to obsolete power grids? Probably. And any number of other obsolete construction and other obsolete technology.

The location of "Washington State Highway 20 West" is on the way to one of the most northern places in the US West. 
Fierce Canadian "nor'easters" come swooping down the Frasier River Valley and slam into coastal northern Washington. It is one big wind tunnel. During the winter storm season, high winds whip down and routinely knock out a power line here, a transformer there. And these power failures wreck havoc on life for days and sometimes weeks of the people and businesses in that area.

Yet when given a "blank slate," a chance to truly update and upgrade, to safely tuck all those dangerous and drooping transmission lines underground, what do the local governments and "power" companies do?

They go back to the old way of doing things.

Do they take advantage of all the ongoing excavation and hide those ugly wires from the eyes of humans and the eye of the storm? No, they bring back the eyesores. The local "power" company returns to the scene and digs hundreds more post holes, inserts hundreds more cancer-causing creosote poles, and strings up thousands and thousands of feet of new (read that as OLD) (electric power line) technology.

The power lines are now definitely back on Highway 20. Unfortunately, it is 1878 power poles and lines that are back. Highway 20 is re-powered, but it is old-powered. It is out-of-date, obsolete powered in 2008.

We are still living wired in, what could be, a wireless world. A much cleaner and safer world, we could have. So typical of the way this world does things.

Here is the biggest problem. No one notices. No one complains. No one cares. No one even registers how ridiculous it all is to go back rather than forward. Our focus, our finances, our futures are so caught up in "old school" ideas especially when it comes to "power" (and greed) that we cannot even see when something that obvious, that elementary, that self-evident, is right in front of us… We should see these things and do something about them. But do we as a society?

It’s true humans don’t like to change. Thankfully, there is coming a time of change. Real Change, not change for the worse or change for the sake of political rhetoric, or change for the sake of change. But real change for the better. Something better. We know what that time is. The millennium. We are here looking forward to that time.
Man simply doesn’t know how to govern himself or to provide for himself on this earth. The polse are just one example of how man can’t govern himself.

If we take a time warp into the future, these kinds of problems are going to be resolved and changed in the Millennium of Jesus Christ’s rule. Problems will be resolved, not ignored. And the present greedy cheap, slip-shod way of dealing with needs, won’t be allowed anymore.

Now I want to transition here, from our sad present state and day, into the future that the Prophet Isaiah was inspired to record for us.

Isaiah not only tells things about his day, but he foretells the occurrence of similar things in the future. We often call them parallels or prophecies that are dual, occurring once in the past and yet to occur again in the future. And some have not yet occurred at all!

Let’s first look at a couple of Primary verses in Isaiah - Isa. 30:18. This describes a great deal about what you and I will have to do in the millennium.

This world is indeed desperately waiting for God to begin to make changes in the way things are done on this earth. The world, for the most part doesn’t know there is a change coming. But we know it’s coming. The return of Jesus Christ and the establishment of His government.

Isa. 30:19.

The people in and around Jerusalem after the Great Tribulation and return of Jesus Christ, will be tired of weeping at all of the horrible things they’ve experienced and as they come to repentance, and begin to seek God under a new government, their God promises to hear their call, and will begin to answer their needs.

Isa. 30:20-21
After the Great Tribulation and as the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ begins there will still be trials that people go through, but there will be teachers, and helpers who are the Children of God made spirit to help these people that so desperately need teaching, re-education and help with every conceivable need imaginable. I used a simple recent example of power poles on Hwy 20 in the North West. But there are so many things that will need to be changed in the Millennium of Christ’s rule.

What will it be like to be those teachers? On opening night Mr. Gary Black talked about what it would be like to be a King and a Priest. We are also going to be teachers. Here are some of the things kings and priests will do. We will be there to give a word behind people.

We’ve often looked at verse 21 as a one-on-one confrontation between someone about to sin and a son of God catching them as they are about to do wrong or sinful things and steering them in the right direction. And that certainly does apply, especially if what they are about to do will bring harm to other people.

But we need to realize the opportunity to speak a “word behind them” to these people is an opportunity not just to correct, but also to edify, encourage, and uplift them in the right direction. It can be a positive tool of encouragement too. They are in need of counsel and comfort. And if you are looking for a title to this sermon: “A Word Behind them…”

Over the years, some have corrected me with a fist-in-the-mouth type correction. Other times, I didn’t know I’ve been corrected until later.

Have you ever been corrected by someone that was so smooth and diplomatic that you didn’t know you were being corrected? Can you correct someone like that? You will have to do that some day. That takes talent and a skill I don’t yet have. I don’t think any of us have it.

What will it be like to be a teacher in the millennium? We will be sons of God. But we won’t know everything. I don’t think every word of correction will be precisely what is needed. We will have to learn that skill. We need to get an early start on learning that.

But perhaps we haven’t thought about this verse and how it may also apply in regard to:

A word behind the manufacturer or CEO of a company about to introduce a new product. Or a power company thinking it can string up new telephone poles. Perhaps they are introducing a product not as good as it should be or could be? The product might be good, but they’ve got to dump some chemicals in the local river as part of the making of the product. Maybe we will have a new product review council to review…

“Sorry we don’t leave harmful chemicals in rivers anymore. It’s a good product, I like it, but it needs to go before the “New Product Review Council” for approval. Then perhaps the “Design Council” for a new manufacturing process that will require no dumping of chemicals into rivers, into the air, or in the ground. 
To design thing economically without being cheap.

Then you can get under way with it.” Will it give you as much pleasure to say that then to someone, as it will me? I look forward to offering that “word behind” someone. We need to do it in a way they don’t know they have been corrected.

How about you? I bet you can think of a few words to offer about a bunch of things that are going on right now in our society, maybe in your neighborhood?

If you happen to be the newly made Son of God who taps this man on the shoulder and gives him “a word behind him,” and says what I just said, you’ll probably be someone who in this lifetime has maybe had some experience in manufacturing or perhaps you’re a chemical engineer or scientist and know about various types of pollution that are occurring today. Or maybe you’re a farmer who knows a far better way to raise crops without chemicals and pesticides than are being used today for greedy gain.

Or maybe you learned about manufacturing processes, or were a product engineer in this lifetime.

Ever wondered why God called you? In the position you are in? to become sons of God, certainly. But you are going to have jobs. You will have people to teach. People to offer a word behind them when needed.

Maybe you’re a Custodian, but you’ve seen the dangerous fumes left behind for people to breathe after various cleansers and cleaners have been used. And you know which ones are the bad ones today, and don’t want to see them used in the World Tomorrow. Maybe you’re a Product Engineer or a Marketing/Sales Rep. maybe its because there is going to be a great big need for someone with that type of experience behind them as the Millennium gets under way.

We won’t be sitting around. Jesus Christ will have something for each of us to do.

Most of us don’t know why God picked us out to call in this age. We’re doing our best to be a good example and good Christian in all we do. But we maybe still don’t know for sure why God picked us out.

Well, perhaps, you’re needed on the “New Product Council” where products are reviewed for their benefit to society, or perhaps damage to society and are rejected and not permitted. Or, maybe you really know how products are designed and brought to market, so you now serve on the “Design Council” for products that are needed but under our present worlds system were designed in such a way as to be cheap and damaging to the environment, and so need to be re-engineered to be pollution free and last longer. Think about it.

I want you to reflect a bit in this sermon about why God called you in terms of the experiences you’ve had that prepare you to help physical people in the Millennium. And to be able to offer a “word behind” them, when needed. Will you have the wisdom to correct so they don’t know they are corrected?

Let’s exercise a little vision, no matter what field you work in or were trained in. If you are a homemaker, I bet you know something about food, what food to buy and what not to. And I’ll bet you know something about cleaning, and what products to use or not use in and around your home. If you are in engineering and manufacturing, you’ve undoubtedly had experiences that will be very valuable in the Millennial age. And we could take this analogy to many other fields of work today as well. I’ve only mentioned a few. Maybe the most obvious ones.

How about building bridges? Again there is a need for people who can build and are skilled at building. Who understand stresses and loads. There will be a need for Son’s of God who know how the process works today, but can also make suggestions to the engineers and companies of the future on how things can be done without the pollution, and without hazards we have today, and with knowledge of the danger of bridges collapsing from bad practices or bad components.

The steel making process and making of aluminum today require huge amounts of energy and there are pollutants produced along the way. We should be able to make steel and aluminum without those things. I don’t know how to do that now.

People in the Millennium will need to unlearn how they have done things in the past and learn new ways of doing things with “A word behind them.”

The prophet Isaiah tells us a great deal about the Millennium of Christ’s reign on the earth when Jesus Christ will be in the process of changing the way man does things. Let’s look at some of the things God tells us through the pen of Isaiah.
Isa. 1:21-22
Here we see the moral decay of Jerusalem before the Millennium begins. In verse 22 we see both literally and figuratively. The silver -- or the prized teachers of decaying society, are like silver without the dross removed. Unpurified. Like wine diluted with water, as what they teach becomes diluted with ungodly learning. The great moral principles and teachings of God’s Word today, are diluted with man’s ideas and philosophies today – the teachings of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

V23. The leaders of society have corrupted themselves and are rebellious against all authority, but particularly against God and all He stands for. And we see in verse 24 the bringing of a time of tribulation upon all mankind. Then once people are yielded, and brought to repentance they will begin to learn how to live God’s way under the tutelage of Jesus Christ and the Spiritual Children of God.

Are you ready for that?  Think about it as children of God?

They will all begin to “hear a word behind them” when its needed.

V25. In the KJV the word at the end of verse 25 is tin. Which is a little confusing. In Hebrew the dross coming off the silver in the smelting or purification process is a type of lead. Lead and Tin have similar properties so the words are the same in Hebrew here bdiyl. God taking away all their tin is really taking away all the dross in a figurative process of purifying His people, their leadership, and the city of Jerusalem.

V26. In the purification, God will begin to restore their judges and teachers, at first with the spiritual children of God, those changed at the resurrection into the spirit born children of God. They will provide that, “word behind them” to the people. Along the way, we will teach their human leadership to become good judges, counselors and advisors, with “a word behind them” until Jerusalem is full of wise physical leaders and counselors who can teach others God’s way of life as the Millennium progresses. And eventually all the cities of the world will become the same. Verse 27 explains this colorfully…

V27. Colorful and encouraging words about the change in leadership of the Millennium.

Then we see the famous passages in Isa. 2:2-3. There is going to be a “word behind” and a “words in front of” a lot of people. And we see the earth beginning to blossom with the knowledge of God, and with God’s way being taught everywhere beginning at Jerusalem.

Isa. 14:1. All of these strangers or Gentiles who’ve enslaved modern Israel in the past will be “joined with” Israel and they’ll stick with the house of Jacob. It will be obvious that God is blessing the house of Jacob and with enough “words behind them,” Israel will begin setting a good example for the world, so that the world/gentile nations will come to Israel to learn how to follow God.

V2. In a way it looks like Israel is taking captives from among those who held them captive before. But what we are probably seeing here, is Israel making indentured servants of these gentiles the way Israel was instructed to have indentured servants under Moses. It was a 6 year process of service in which the master was to teach, and instruct the servant in how to live and earn a living. And then released in the 7th year. In this case I think we are seeing instruction in how to walk through life as a Christian before God, while learning a trade or skill in a new society. And the Israelite who’s now had several “words behind him or her” will be passing those “words behind their servant,” on to these Gentiles and foreigners, who are indentured servants. Once freed after their 7 years they may return to their own lands to teach what they’ve learned to yet others. It will be obligatory for every servant holder in Israel to pass on the skills of living and worshiping the true God to those of other nationalities when they return to their own lands.
It will be obligatory to pass on the skills of living and worshipping the Living God.

Isa. 14:7. The whole earth is at rest. The whole earth at rest and breaking forth into song. When has that ever been true? Because of the joy of the world being at rest.

Never, before the reign of Jesus Christ for sure. Notice V8. They won’t be cutting down fur trees anymore to make telephone poles, I can tell you that for sure. Natural resources and natural beauty aren’t going to be squandered and wasted for the sake of greed anymore.

In chapter 25 of Isaiah we find the Gentile armies brought down in the first few verses, then we see the Millennial rule of Jesus Christ begin and in verse 6, some familiar verses about the Feast of Tabernacles in the Millennium. (I’ve not read these verses in many years in feast sermons, but this year I wanted to very much).

Isa. 25:6. Often we’ve read these verses as a discussion of the physical food, and rejoicing aspect of the Feast. But there is a figurative, and spiritual side to this verse that is just as important as the physical side.  Often we focus on the physical side. 
Mountain, and mountains are figurative of government throughout the Bible. And here we are seeing the mountain or Government of the Lord of Hosts is going to make the Spiritual Feast of Tabernacles a blessing, not just physically in food, but in the symbolic significance of teaching all people that God’s way, His Feasts, His food or gospel message are going to lead the whole world into rejoicing and in “fat” living or rewarding lives.
Lives full of joy…

The Spiritual meaning of the Feast Days is Spiritual food. God is going to share food of the spirit or bread of life with Israel first, and then, ultimately with all peoples, starting in Jerusalem.
 The seed of modern Israel keeping the feasts will share this spiritual food, sometimes with a “word behind them” to their manservants and maidservants from other nations living with them, who will after their 6 years of indentured service share with their peoples, when they return home to their nations.

This Feast we’re keeping is symbolic too, not just physical. We are “preaching” and “teaching” a successful life of God’s ways here to others, now, today, and also in the future. 
A light, that is what we ought to be, as referenced yesterday.

The first F.O.T. in the Millennium will indeed be a huge proclamation and witness of the gospel and God’s way, to the world.

Verse 7 of chapter 25 is also vitally important. V.7 By “this government” Christ will destroy the face of the covering or veil of spiritual blindness over the eyes of all nations as He, and We, teach people how to live, and how to walk in God’s way of life. You and I won’t be the only teachers in the Millennium. The ones we teach with “a word behind them” will teach others “with a word behind them” and on and on, until “... the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” As it tells us in Isa. 11:9.

Isa. 27:6. The seed of Jacob are going to “take root”. People aren’t going to be moving all around anymore. They’ll remain in one place. I’ve moved many many times during my life. It’s costly, it pollutes, it causes confusion and damages relationships, and it certainly doesn’t help your children. People won’t have to move like they do today, in the Millennium.

They will be able to stay in one place.

[Pickup the following only if you have MORE than 30 minutes left to fill.]

******

Isa. 30:22-24. The end of v.24 may be telling us there may not be quite so much technology, and high tech farming and rearing of cattle as we have today. I don’t know for sure here. Maybe we won’t be burdened by the overly technologically developed society that we live in today? At least until later in the Millennium? V29. The Millennium will be a time for music and festivals and joy. Especially, as we enter into the Government of the Lord. When you say government today, people cringe and groan. In the Millennium, people will rejoice and play the pipe.

Isa. 32:15 We are going to see differences right away, the minute the Spirit of God is poured out. V16-18. Wow! Eventually, you won’t have to travel all way to Jerusalem to get good judgment, it will be right in the farm community around you. As God’s way moves out from Jerusalem. And there will be peace, something we don’t see today. We find quietness the effect of righteousness and assurance or safety as a result of righteous living. Something we don’t have much of today. Peaceable habitations, whoopee! I’m for that. ******

We live in a world filled with pollution of every kind. Sometimes we don’t think about noise pollution, but it is ever present, especially in our cities. Notice Isa. 33:20. Jerusalem the chief city of the world will be a QUIET habitation!
You won’t have to pick up your tent and move from place to place.

 Almost everywhere we’ve ever lived, we’ve had noisy neighbors. Either them, or their dogs or their rock bands in their garage, you name it. Won’t it be great to have a QUIET habitation? It speaks of not, “moving the stakes thereof” or not taking your tent down and putting it back up somewhere else, or we might say today a constant need to move or to rebuild and continuous construction. Israel having been in captivity and carried away where they did not want to be, they won’t have to move anymore.  They will be established.
Ever noticed how much construction there is going on all the time. Building more and more buildings and roads? All due to two reasons. First, the lowest bidder that the roads have to be repaired and redone after only a few years because of cheap construction habits? 
Secondly, people moving here and there at a frantic rate in our society because we are a mobile society. 
Ever notice all the noise and pollution, that goes with all that travel, movement, and construction?  There is a LOT of it!

 We are going to see peace and quiet in the Millennium. We won’t build what is built cheaply, today. Things that need building, will be built well and for permanent use. And people won’t have to move frantically from place to place in order to get and hold jobs, like they do today, again due to accommodate greed and selfishness.

If you know something about construction and road building, you’ll undoubtedly be called upon to provide a “word behind” those who are contemplating construction in the Millennium.

Isa. 35:1-2. The Hebrew here for rose might be more accurately a Narcissus. But we get the idea. Fruitfulness and beauty, are not what we think of when the Bible talks about desert or wilderness. But there is more than just a physical and literal analogy here for us.
There is more than physical and spiritual analogy here.  

The earth is a wasteland spiritually at the beginning of the Millennium too, not just physically. The knowledge of God will be unknown until Christ begins to rule and teach in Jerusalem.

How to live, how to walk, how to make things.  This is what we will teach.

V5-6. It’s not just physical thirst being quenched here, it is a quenching of man’s inner need for spiritual education, the waters of life, the spirit of God being offered to mankind.

The quenching of the inner need of man for God, their Creator.

V7, 8-10. There is going to be a highway of learning through God’s Holy Spirit, and Satan the Devil isn’t going to be around to prevent people from learning and having their eyes opened to the truth and the gospel. 
A highway of learning.  Learning of God’s way of life.

Spiritually speaking, this “highway” is a spiritual thoroughfare of learning. And people will come up to Jerusalem on this highway to learn from Jesus Christ His ways and His laws.

You and I brethren, are going to be part of that “highway of learning” that goes up to Jerusalem, as we share “a word behind them” for those who need it. What words will you have to share? I’d like you to each think about what you have to share. 
Think about it.

Words from the experiences you’ve learned from, been training in, in this life? Probably. Most of us are learning words to share with others later in terms of how to walk in God’s way of life, but we also need to be thinking in terms of providing physical advice and guidance on how to live physically, as well as spiritually. And how to do it in the new society of the Millennium.
Under Christ’s leadership.

 I wonder if we’ve thought very much about what physical advice we will have to offer to humans in the Millennium?

If you work in water management today, what are you learning?

Isa. 41:17-18. 
Isaiah talks of a number of changes to come with the mellinium.

Right after the Tribulation ends and Jesus Christ has returned, there will be people hungry and thirsty, physically, and of course spiritually thirsty too. God won’t forsake these people. So He will create streams in the hills, fountains in the valleys, pools of water in the wilderness, and springs of water for the thirsty. But in many ways, spiritually, you and I brethren will be those streams, fountains, pools and springs in terms of spiritual drink for a thirsty people. With, “a word behind them.”

If you work in forestry today, what are you learning with application in the Millennium? Hopefully a lot! Isa. 41:19. The “oil tree” here is probably the wild olive tree. God names 7 types of trees here through Isaiah, showing a certain completeness to His repopulation of trees. There will be plenty of trees, planted by God everywhere…for telephone poles oops NO, we won’t be cutting down trees for telephone poles anymore!

If you work in finance today, perhaps you can offer some words about not spending more than you take in and incurring debt? Do you think we’ll have “hedge” funds in the Millennium? And Derivatives? And risky financial activity? 
If you work in this area, do you have some recommendations you could make?  There are many areas we can talk about.

Seems like a lot of people need to hear “a word behind them” regarding debt, risk, and obligation today, but also in the future too. There are so many areas we could talk about, but not nearly enough time.

Isa. 11:9. This isn’t just talking about war. There will be no “hurting” and no “destruction” or destructive things allowed in the Millennium of Christ’s rule on this earth. There won’t be pollution. There won’t be exhaust fumes to breathe. There won’t be radiation waste, and chemical waste, nor excess CO2 or Nitrous compounds in the air. Insecticides won’t be needed nor will they become stored in the fatty tissues of our bodies anymore. Anyone who attempts to make or design such things, or creates them as a bi-product, will, I’m sure, hear “a word” behind them otherwise.

There will be pure air to breathe everywhere, and clean rich soil to plant and grow abundant crops. You won’t have to shop and pay extra for “organically” grown foods. They’ll ALL be that way.

Isa. 11:10. Notice the last few words in particular, “and his rest shall be glorious.” Indeed, the Millennium or “rest” will be glorious!

How about that?  A glorious rest?  Could you use a glorious rest from the world today?

There are certainly going to be a need for a lot of “words behind them” needed in the Millennium.

The life you have lived, the experiences you have known.  Can you share these with people?

CONCLUSION: What about you today? Are you learning all you should be learning?  On the job.  In school, in your neighborhood?

 Are you paying attention to the things you are learning in school, in your job, and in life today? Because of what you do and what you’ve learned, will you be ready to offer “the word behind” someone else that they’ll need to hear in the future? Will it be because you’ve learned so many important lessons in your life? I hope so.

Or, are you the person, who needs “a word behind” them today? Like me, the word behind me that I hear and need often comes from my wife. HA. She let’s me know where I’ve missed the mark quite often. Think about where your skills will be useful in the Millennium. What are you learning today that will be good advice for others in the future? What part will you be able to play in “a word behind” them?

Verses past Isa. 40 not yet done:

Isa. 41:17-20. Rivers and Streams and forests.
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