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Sermon

Good morning everyone! Wasn’t that beautiful? Thank you very much.
We live over in Minnesota, don’tyaknow? (laughter)

In MN, we love to tell jokes, yayoubetcha.

Lena lived in the backwoods. She went into labor in the middle of the night. They fetched the midwife. Since there was no electricity, they fetched a lantern. “Hold it high, so I can see what I’m doing!”

A beautiful baby boy was born. “Wait! Don’t put the lantern down! There’s another coming!”

A beautiful baby girl was born.

“Wait! Don’t put the lantern down!”

The husband looks at the light, and asks, “Do you suppose it’s the light that’s attracting them?”

(Laughter)

Well… how attractive are you?

I’m going to try to show my best side to the camera here.

Again, how attractive are you? Are you a luminary?

When you think of the word, luminary, do not think of celebrities.

Are you a luminary? Do you light the way?

It’s getting darker earlier in the evenings now. Before you know it, it will be getting dark at 4:30 pm.

But, does God leave us to stumble around in the dark? The Feast is a good reminder of this… No. God will not leave us to stumble in the dark.

Light is a symbol of the Feast of Tabernacles. We are to be luminaries. We are to light the way.

Can you think of the way light was used early on in the bible? When God was first working with Israel, can you think of the light that lit the way for them as they fled Egypt? It was a pillar of fire.

Fast forward: When they are making a tabernacle for the House of God, there was a golden lampstand that was to be kept burning continuously. It was a symbol of the presence of God right there among His people.

Fast forward: When Solomon’s temple was consecrated, do you remember what happened during the FOT? There was a great light. The temple of God was filled with the holy of holies during the FOT.

Light at the Feast of Tabernacles is an important symbol.

There was also a specific ceremony that took place during the Feast at the time. It was called the illumination ceremony. The first ceremony took place at the FOT. It was very interesting. They would bring in these huge lampstands. They were 50 cubits tall. (Unbelievable!) They were huge. 50 cubits = 75 feet tall. Can you imagine candlesticks twice as tall as this building? They set them up within the temple grounds.
They were so huge they set huge gold bulbs on top. It took almost 8 gallons of pure olive oil in order to light these candlesticks and keep them burning. They say that they used girdles (garments that were worn out) as candlewicks. They used these giant candlesticks to light the darkness in the temple.

Do you know how bright that light must have been when they lit them during the FOT?

(That was your cue: You were supposed to say, “How bright was it?”) (Laughter)

They say it was so bright that every courtyard was lit up. Imagine that! They were so bright that they lit everything in Jerusalem.

They were so bright that women could separate the chaff from the wheat. Now, I can’t do that… because I don’t know the difference. But these women could do this in the middle of the night!

It was so bright, it shimmered like a diamond. You could see Jerusalem from miles away.

The temple in Jerusalem was thought to be the light of the world.

Now, that’s not the only thing that happened during this ceremony. There was a lot of music. There was so much music, that they didn’t need a sound system. (Laughter)

They would line up on the temple steps and sing the Songs of Ascent (literally climbing the steps). The men of great deeds would throw torches up in the air and they would dance and sing. Can you imagine hearing these beautiful sounds and seeing these incredible lights and torches and the rejoicing?

It was said if you had never experienced THIS, you had never experienced rejoicing.

All of this was just SYMBOLIC. It was symbolic of something very important.

There was a story. It was a very foggy night. There were light signals from a distance. “Please divert your course to avoid collision.” They sent morse code back. “Please divert your course to avoid collision.” They went back and forth. The captain sent a message, detailing his fleet and his rank. The message came back. “Please change your course.” The captain argued again and then received this message. “We are a lighthouse.” (Laughter)

We need a lighthouse.

Christ is our lighthouse. He is the ultimate beacon guiding our way.

John 8:12

You may notice in John 7:10 what time of year this is. This is occurring during the Feast of Tabernacles. It is said to have taken place right after the illumination ceremony.

Please read John 8:12.

If you were there, witnessing the rejoicing and the lights there, and you heard Christ say, “That’s nothing. I am the true light.” He was claiming to be Messiah. He was claiming to be the true lighthouse. Spiritually speaking, He is our lighthouse.

“He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness.”

Do not worry about the darkness of this world. We should focus on following Christ. 

In other words, there is no possible way to walk in darkness if Christ is lighting our way.

If you look this scripture up in other translations, it will say:

“Follow me and you will not be walking in the dark. You will have the light that gives life.”

Christ will help us to avoid crashing into the rocks in our paths. Everything else is darkness. There is only one true way. Christ is that great shining, leading light.

Do you realize how bright His light was?

(audience: How bright was it?)

It was so bright, we can’t attach an adjective to it. The world cannot fully appreciate it.

Light exposes things. It shows things for what they truly are. Light can show you your shortcomings. It can reveal your sins.

Christ showed the leaders of the day their sins.

I John 1:5

V5 – I wonder if Paul had in mind Christ’s words immediately after the illumination ceremony.
There is absolutely no darkness in God at all. It is a brilliant light, shining to protect mankind… if you have eyes to see.

Someone may ask you, what do you think is your most important sense: touch? Hearing?

Some may say sight.

The eyes have it.

Go back to 

John 9:1,5-6

V1 - This is a blind man. He cannot see.

V6 – Fortunately the blind man was blind and couldn’t see this.

Continuing…

Imagine going to this pool and washing. Suddenly, this man could see. Everything became clear. Light flooded his brain. This man rises to his feet. Everyone around him asks, How can this man, who was blind from birth, now begin to see?

Christ is taking a physical healing and using it to show how He lights men’s spiritual vision. Christ wants us to see the spiritual lesson here.

John 1:6 – 9

Light is capitalized because it represents Jesus Christ.

V9 – The spiritual light of Jesus Christ is incredibly bright. Do we realize how bright His light really is?

(audience: How bright is it?)

Christ is opening our eyes to see how blind we truly are.

Christ reveals the way and opens our eyes to understanding. And this opportunity will be extended to every human being.

We have to have eyes to see.

Remember Paul, on the road to Damascus. He was on his knees, blinded by the light of Christ. This is when he realized he had been persecuting the Church. He thought he had been doing what was right, but he was actually persecuting Christ.

Is it possible that we oppose God? Christ? The Church?

Sometimes we don’t like light. We like the shadows.

Another way: Is it possible to be deceived into thinking that we are doing the right thing?

Example: Remember our story from before? (Ollie and Lena)

He returned home from work. All sorts of things are missing. They call the police. As they approach the house, the K9 officer comes home. Ollie says, “Great! Everything I own is stolen and what do they send me? A blind policeman!!!”

(Laughter)

Sometimes we don’t see things as they truly are.

We need to completely submit to God’s light. We need to understand how amazing our God truly is.

Matthew 13:14 - 16
V15 – It’s interesting when it comes to us. Hopefully, when we are exposed to Christ’s light, we see.

V 16 – Blessed are the men who do understand!

God has opened our minds. He has given us spiritual eyesight. We need to rely on the lighthouse though… because there is a counterfeit out there.

What does that counterfeit appear as? An angel of light.

Satan, the great deceiver, appears as the angel of light. He wants to shed light in an ungodly way.

We could be deceived if we don’t stay focused on the true light.

Reference Luke 11:5

Be careful of the things out there that are labeled light but really aren’t. We need spiritual eyes to see. Test everything. Be sure that you are following the light of the word of God.


If we are going to have eyes to see…

Turn on the power.

I caught a commercial the other day. It was the energizer bunny. Peter Cottontail is his rival.  Both were arrested and, when they were taken before the judge, he said, “It looks like we’re having a bad hare day” (Laughter).  I’m sorry but we’re going to have to charge you with “battery””.  (Laughter).

We are here to have our spiritual batteries charged.  To do that we have to turn on the power.  If we are going to have our batteries recharged, we have to plug into the source.

John 12:35-36

Why put your trust in that Light?  That we may become “sons of light”.

That illumination ceremony is extended to us.  We are, ultimately, to be sons and daughters of light.  We are to shine as light in this world.

Eph. 5:8

He begins by describing all of us – “in darkness”  without a clue of what God was doing until He opened our minds.
But, what about now?  We are here to celebrate the future of God’s plan.

We are the great lampstand!! That is what our example should be in the world.  Christ has given it to us that we should share it.

Verse 11 – The light exposed everything – to every border of Jerusalem.  We are to expose everything to the borders of our own home first.

We need to wake up!! Arise from the dead and Christ will give you light.

Isn’t is amazing that Christ is sharing that responsibility with us b/c He also said, “You are the light of the world”, after He said, “I am the Light of the world”.

Reference:  Mat 5:14

That is us.  We must turn on the power!

How do we do that?

Respond to the spirit of God.

Phillipians 2:14 -15

As we light up our thinking, reasoning, by responding to the True source of power, we can be different.

We, each of us, must turn on the power that comes from God.

What a great opportunity to do all things as God would.  How do we do that?  Without arguing and disputing?  All things… are to be done this way.
We are to be lights from the world.  What else separates us from the rest of the world?  What our behavior is – light is the representation of everything that is of God and darkness is of everything that is the opposite of Him.

It is the time of year when darkness comes early.

To find things in the morning when we get up, we need to turn on the light.  Every morning, as you get up and turn on that switch, think of the object lesson… we must turn on the power. 

Respond to God’s power.

Think, “I have to turn on the power and respond to God”.

Are we that shining light?  Are we allowing our actions to say what we really believe?

What are our thoughts?  

There is also a challenge as a shining light we have to have a respect for others.  

Have you noticed those fancy headlights – they are really bright – they are just blasting because they are so bright.  It is hard to see.

We must not blast everyone with our bright light.  We must not expose everyone else’s problems.  When the light is right, it is warm and inviting.  He is comparing a bright light to a warm fireplace.

We are the light of the world.  As people get closer to us, do they feel invited, warm?  Do they feel the warmth of God’s spirit?  Or, are we cold?

Our light should be just right, not to attract attention to ourselves but to God and Jesus b/c they offer warmth, comfort and encouragement to the world.

People will be coming through the great tribulation and they will need warmth, comfort and love.  They will need to see the source of hope.  They don’t need to be burned.

How do we do that?

Do I think of being a light when I flick on that switch?

Flip on the switch.

There is light beyond today.  The Feast represents the world tomorrow.  The feast represents that time.  That symbolism can be found all the way at the end of the Bible.

Revelation 7:9

Waving palm branches, a time in the future.

They are coming out of great tribulation 

Verse 14-15

“He will dwell with them.”  Dwell means “He will tabernacle” with men.  This is a Feast of Tabernacles representation.

Another version of the Bible says He will dwell over them.

We are living in a temporary place.  We are pilgrims, sojourners.  We are looking forward to the time when God himself is with us.  He is the ultimate tabernacle, the ultimate dwelling place.  He will tabernacle over us.

Revelation 21:3
Verse 23

We don’t need any physical light b/c Christ is there, the Lamb

Verse 24 – 25

Rev 22:5

We already have that opportunity to be a shining example.

Ask yourself, “Am I a luminary?”  Am I plugged in and switched on?  Am I lighting up the world?

Our beacon of hope.  Our lighthouse – Christ.  He gives us eyes to see.

May this Feast inspire us, not only to turn on our batteries but to switch on the power to be a living, breathing example of His way.

Literally being a light of the world.  Carry it beyond today, right into the Kingdom of God. 

Be the luminary God has called us to be.
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