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We really appreciate the special music, especially in the Dells.  It seems that the Dells has the unique ability to put a choir together. 

The first time I kept the Feast in the Dells was in 1973 and somehow, ever since we’ve come to the Dells, it has always seemed like the Feast.

It is always a wonderful opportunity to get together.

We are here to focus on the millennial reign of Christ.  A time when the whole world will dwell in peace.

Is there something you are looking forward to?  We live in a time where our stomach gets tight when we hear of war and rumors of wars.

Maybe we are looking forward to a time when there is no crime, we don’t need a pocket full of keys, where there are no bullies in the schools.

Maybe you are looking forward to a time when there is no disease, none whatsoever.

Maybe you are looking forward to a time when there are crops of abundance.

Maybe a time when there is no racial tension, a time when everyone is respected and loved.

Maybe you are looking forward to a time of no pollution.  When there is only good things coming from upstream.

Maybe a time when the fighting spirit is gone and everyone can get along.

Maybe you are looking forward to a time of good education – a time when everyone is being taught the truth.

A time when we will know how things work.

A time when truth and knowledge is freely available.

When we have no world to fight.  We will have friendly friends and neighbors.

The children are perhaps looking forward to a time when they can have friendly animals…  it followed me home, mom”.

A grizzly bear, a rhino, a giraffe.  

Maybe you are on the practical side, maybe you are thinking no tax.  Electrical tax, gas tax, and, if it isn’t added on, they are thinking about how to add it.

What is God looking forward to?

He can have a tame lion now?

Racial war, poor education, none of that bothers Him right now.  As far as we know, no one has tried to tax Him.

To understand, we have to go back to the beginning of the 
Bible

John 1:1

We are introduced to two, here, God and the Word.  And there was nothing else!

They were perfect.  They were never selfish.  They had no vanity and no pride.  They were generous, they had wisdom to the full. And, they were, and are, immortal.

But, they were alone

John 1:3

They wanted to create a community.  The reason you can see, reason, originated w/life.

They had life and they wanted to share life.

They didn’t want someone who was contentious, quarrelsome, who argues over everything.  Not some foot stomping “I don’t want to”, “ I want my own way”.  They wanted cooperative, humble beings, patient, wise, pleasant to spend time with.  To share their uniqueness, their viewpoints.

People who will respect the Father overall, who are considerate, righteous.  Those who reflect their desire for harmony.. “How good and how pleasant for brethren to dwell together…”

Imagine a garden where God, Himself, designed.  He would put the garden together in such a way that all of it would be abundant and it be “fruitful and multiply and fill the Earth.”

Adam had free access to God.  Did you ever wonder what the first thing was Adam asked God.  Now understand, I was not there (laughter).

I picture a man lying on the soil, he had no breath.  But, God breathed into Him the breath of life.  Air entered his lungs .  Spirit entered mind.

The first thing Adam may have seen was God’s face as He drew away from Adam after He had breathed life into him.

He also had free access to the Tree of Life.  He was alive but he didn’t have life.  He could have had God’s mind dwelling in him.  He could have reared his family with God’s loving nature.

Instead, he didn’t listen to God, but to Satan’s nature.  Adam, or perhaps, Eve, decided to make a different choice.  They chose to be closed off from the Tree of Life.  They hid from God, lied to God and disobeyed Him.

Because of them, Adam

And his family chose to make up their own rules.  They found those ruled didn’t work, they found those didn’t work so they made new rules.  They broke those rules.

They made their own religion.  The religions on the earth are all man made.

All around the earth, this is true.

God, as you know, took Israel out of Egypt.  They agreed to keep His laws.  The first four are to honor Him and the last six to honor their fellow man.

This is the rules for a godly community.

Lev. 26:3-9

You know God keeps his blessings

Verse 11

Incredible blessings

God will give peace in the land

God will set up a tabernacle.

He wanted to be among them. 

He wanted them to walk upright without shackles.
Can you imagine a community

Of people God wants to be a part of?  A place where He walks the streets with His people?  His purpose from the beginning is to walk with his people, to share life with them.

Lev 23:39-44

Booths, are as we heard, a temporary dwelling. 

This isn’t life.  Life is still ahead of us.  This is a temporary existence, getting ready for the permanent one.  God’s plan from the beginning.

Israel did not get it.  As a whole, they turned away from him and he turned away from them.  He shut down the temple and turned from them.

But, He stayed with his original plan.

A couple of scriptures that reveal his original plan.

Jeremiah 33:6-9

He is looking forward to showing Israel His original plan.

The nations are going to see the prosperity that God provides and they will ask, “How can we have that?” 

The bad news was the desolation that would come.

Verse 10-11

They will bring in the sacrifice of praise.  Not because they have to, but because they want to.

Zechariah 8:1-4

It will be recognized that Jerusalem is full of the Truth. That cannot be said today.

From there, it will spread out toward the whole earth.

A community, dwelling together in peace and safety.

Verse 6-8

Now, here is what God is looking forward to:  a godly community, living His way.  Enjoying life.

What a price He had to pay for that community to exist.

John 3:14 - 18
V 14 – I doubt he understood what this truly meant.

V18 – He had to pay an enormous price to establish a godly community. God wants to share life so much that He would die for us. We need to understand this fully. If there is ever a time that God would compromise His punishment for sin, it would be when Christ prayed, “Father, let this cup pass from me.”

It seems that that would be the time it would be possible. But God said no. The price of sin had to be paid. It couldn’t just be ignored. It had to be paid so we could have life.

The plan had to be executed. 

Christ died so that we might have life.

John 10:7 – 18

V 9 – They would be able to move about freely.

V 10 – Life was His plan from the beginning.

V14 – He knows them and they know Him.

V15 – They would not be in the pasture unless He laid down His life.’

V16 – One flock and one shepherd is how God works.

Please note verse 18: No one takes this life from Christ, but He lays it down Himself.

Power, in Greek, means privilege and might.

(Referencing)

Matthew 7

Matthew 28

It is remarkable that Christ had the power to lay down His life. We have the same power.

John 1:9 – 14

V12 – Did you know that you have a right to become children of God? It is the same promise that Christ had.

As I mentioned earlier, the price has already been paid. We all need to respond and remain faithful to the end.

Do you remember your baptism? Mine was in 1961. I was 21 years old. I didn’t know a lot at the time… but it was the beginning of changes that God knew had to be made.

There are many differences between the old and new covenants, but one is often overlooked.


The old covenant was made as a group, but with the new covenant, each individual has to make a covenant with God one at a time.

Questions asked: Have you accepted Christ as your personal savior? As a result of the repentance of your sins, which are the transgression of God’s law, I will now baptize you, not into any group or denomination, but in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, for the remission of your sins. It will make you a part of the body of Christ and put you on the path of eternal life.

Matthew 7: 13-27
This is the sermon on the mount.

V15 – He is telling you, “Look there are sheep who are not sheep; they just look like sheep.”

V21 – men who actually do the will of God in heaven.

V23 – That has GOT to be a terrible thing to hear.

V24 – He is talking about the sermon on the mount.

If we’re doing what Christ said, we are building our house on the rock.

God talks about times when trouble will come to the world. Why do people hear and not do? It could be many reasons.

We should admire the apostle Paul. He persecuted the Church, was called into the ministry, and came to know the plan of God.

Philippians 3:3 - 16

V3 – We see lots of folks with gray hair. The more gray hair you have, the less confidence you have.

V6 – I don’t think I know anyone who could say that they lived their life blameless. I sure can’t.

V8 – Paul understood God’s call to life. But, unlike the Pharisees, he did not call himself righteous.

V10 – Paul is looking forward to this.

V12 – I love this little analogy. Paul knew that Christ had laid hold of him. He said, “Paul, times are changing!” Now… Paul has a hold of Him. He will hold onto Christ’s promise until he is given life!

V13 – Christ said, “Seek first the kingdom.”

Christians need to move FORWARD. Backward means regret, guilt.

V15 – This is a good promise. If you are thinking differently, God will let you know.

V16 – God’s plan from the beginning has been to share life.

“I will walk among you and be your God and you shall be My people.”

(Referencing)

Zechariah 8

Tonight, many of us will enjoy a special meal with friends and family. As you do this, I ask you to put down your fork (laughter) and pick up your wine glass, and give a toast that has been given for centuries. Remember God’s special blessing. God paid the ultimate price in order to deliver His promise. He wants you to be the children of God.

Hikayam! To life!
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