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God is Preparing Us to Be Kings
Happy feast, everybody! Great to see all of you hear. I was going to wait for the cameraman, but he was waiting for me.

This year it snuck up on me. It comes so quickly. My daughters thought it took too long. It is not that I’m not anticipating it, but time flies as you get older.

Thanks for the music. It is wonderful to celebrate the millennial rule of Christ and sing about it.

You come from various places around the country. Welcome to Wisconsin Dells. I think it is a wonderful site.

In the future, we will go to Jerusalem. Much as I want, I don’t think it would be as good to go there now.

A man and wife visited Jerusalem. She was a nagging woman. She died there. The undertaker said it would be $5000 to ship her body home. Or she could be buried there for $150. He said to ship her home.

The undertaker said it would be an honor and a privilege to be buried here.

The man said long ago a man was buried here, and three days later he came back to life. I can’t take that chance. (Laughter.)

We are here with anticipation. You are tired. You have been practicing music. We are all tired, but it doesn’t feel that way because we are excited about what we are picturing here. We are seeing old friends. It is exciting.

We here to celebrate Christ’s rule. Let’s read a prophecy we will probably hear again. It gives us hope about what the millennium will be like.

Micah 4:1-5

Vs. 1 – Mountains here symbolizes governments. Nothing will be equal to His government. He will be over all.

Vs. 2 – Today, people aren’t eager to learn about God’s laws. They want nothing to do with so many of them. But this will be a time when they will want to be taught.

Vs. 3 – A beautiful time without the bloodshed we see today.

Vs. 5 – No matter what gods they worship today, they will be gone.

Isaiah 11:1-8

The most important feature we celebrate today is that Jesus Christ rules. Many dictators sit basking in wealth and prestige while their people are poor and barely getting by.

Vs. 5 – Imagine having a ruler where these are the defining qualities.

Notice verse 6; another defining prophecy.

Vs. 8 – A time when all the nature of animals and all mankind will be changed.

We hope and long for these prophecies. They just give us a glimpse, but it is an amazing glimpse.

Christ will be the ruler. We will be secondary to Christ. He will work through us.
How amazing it will be; those who don’t have that hope and knowledge go through life without it.

Revelation 20:4-6

Vs. 4 – Those that did not give in live and reign with Christ 1000 years. The rest wait for the next resurrection at the end of the 1000 years.

Vs. 6 – We will be priests with Christ.

Revelation 5:10

We will be kings and priests and rule with Christ.

I brought a crown today. I was going to say it was real gold. But you know my budget. Even the cost of gold paint is going up.

I don’t know if we really wore a crown it would look like this. But Paul said there was a crown of righteousness laid up for you and me.

We are going to be there; it is just a real as we are sitting here tonight. It will be real; there is no doubt.

What does it mean to be a king and a priest? Do you feel capable of taking on such a role?

I wonder what God is doing with me that would prepare me? We will be leading and teaching however many God gives you to be responsible for. Do you feel comfortable in such a role?
For many it can be intimidating.

I gave a sermon on this a few years ago. Some told me it was scary.

Can we truly look forward to the kingdom and our role if we don’t see ourselves in that role? If we don’t understand why God chose us, and what God expects of us today to prepare, how can we fill that role?

I remember when we used to say that if you were an architect or a carpenter, you would be in charge of that in the kingdom.
I used to clean windows. I got cold. I was a computer tech; that got old.

I don’t know if there will be computer techs in the kingdom; not that you can’t be there if you are one. (Laughter.)

Many of our jobs will be applicable. But there is something deeper going on.

What kind of person is God looking for to fill that position of kings and priests. You might get a better sense then of how He is preparing you and me.

I would like to go back in time to a king. Take a look at a king that God chose. A couple or four or five if we have time.

We will see some of the positives and negatives and how God is preparing us to be kings and priests.

First, Saul. Israel wanted a king like the other nations of the world. They weren’t satisfied with God; they wanted a king. God wasn’t happy, but He said fine. I can’t promise you anything if you are going to be self willed.

1 Samuel 9:1-3, 17, 20-21
Vs. 2 – Outwardly, Saul was the picture of a man that could be king. He had the look. This was the kind of guy that people could say was strong, handsome. He could be strong against their enemies.

Vs. 3 – He was a donkey wrangler. It didn’t seem like formal training for a king.

Vs. 20 – What a strange comment. Israel desired a king. Samuel said on you is Israel’s desire.

Vs. 21 – He seemed to be a pretty neat fellow early on. He was small in his own eyes.
1 Samuel 10:6

Vs. 6 – Powerful words. You will be turned into another man. I find these words encouraging. Sometimes I wonder what God can do in me.
Vs. 7 – No matter what role we are given now or in the future, God will be with us. We can become the kind of person God can use.

When God gives you responsibility, He enables you to perform it.

God called us and gave us His spirit.
We can ask why God called us. Like Saul, I’m of the smallest of the tribes.

1 Corinthians 1:27-29

People who have great abilities in this world and great positions have a lot going for them. God called us; for the most part, we are not the rulers or the wealthy. He called us to put to shame the proud.

They will look at us and say, wow, who were you? The great men of Christ’s day looked like that at the apostles. Who are you, fishermen? They were someone with God’s spirit. God will take the glory. He will say, "I worked this in you."
That will insure that no flesh will glory in His presence.

I look at this and Saul was to be turned into another man. If that can happen to Saul physically, what can happen to us when we are changed spiritually?
What kind of changes can we see when we are born into the family of God? We will not be limited by these minds. We will be able to think and remember. My wife will tell you that.

An elderly man and wife went to a class for memory improvement. It was on word association.


He told his neighbor he benefited from it. The neighbor asked what was the name of his instructor.

He said, what is the name of that prickly flower?

A rose.

Hey, Rose! What was the name of that instructor? (Laughter.)

We look at ourselves and wonder if we are ready. But we have to remember that God will give is the ability to do as the occasion demands.

1 Samuel 10:22-24, 26

Saul was already anointed king. He was going to be formally selected by lot.

Vs. 22 – The future king was hiding. Perhaps he was a very modest person at this point.

Vs. 24 – They were only seeing the outside, but it was impressive.

Vs. 26 – Instead of looking for a palace, he went home.

They came to Jabesh Gilead and were going to put out the right eye of every man.

1 Samuel 11:4-7

Vs. 5 – The king was plowing a field.

At this point, he was pretty humble and meek. He responded when there was need.

We don’t live in a country with a king. We have a positive connation for “king”. But in most countries, it is not so positive. It will be very different when Christ comes.

We are becoming rulers that will not just pile up wealth. Christ said if any wants to be great, let him be your servant. That is the attitude we must have to approach being kings and priests.

We must be servants. That speaks to our character and how we value other people. Or whether we place all that value in ourselves. That gets to an issue of character.

We show God every day whether we have the heart of a servant. We show God by how we deal with people. I can’t say I’ve done it perfectly. But God helps me grow in that way.

That speaks to a quality God wants: An attitude of service.

Vs. 6 – Notice what happens.

Vs. 7 – There were no animal rights groups back then. It had the desired effect.

God’s spirit was the key factor in stirring Saul.

That began to change. The meekness wasn’t always there.

1 Samuel 13:6-14
They were afraid. He was losing his army.

Vs. 9 – I’ll do the offering.

Vs. 10 – It is almost as if this was just a test. As soon as he had finished, Samuel came.

Vs. 12 – He had the sense he needed to supplicate God, but he assumed a role that was not his.

The Holy Spirit didn’t compel him to do this; fear compelled him. His own fears began to guide him.

Vs. 14 – Here is a key feature in what God is looking for in us: Saul began to not follow God’s direction. He followed to some degree, but began to do things his own ways. He started meek, but his character came out. It was selfish. It was not yielded to God.

In 1 Samuel 15, God wanted the Amalekites put to death. He did that, but brought Agag back. He brought the choicest of the sheep back.

He had the audacity to say, I’ve done the will of God. Samuel said, what is all the bleating of sheep. Saul had another chance to repent. He didn’t. He said they people wanted these sheep. He was yielding to fear of the people.

God wants obedience.

When God looks at us, do we compromise? Do we worship God in our own way? God says He wants to be worshipped as He dictates.

Saul showed himself to not be the kind of king God was looking for. Samuel said that God would choose a man after His own heart. That is what God is looking for.

That was King David. Paul spoke of David as a man after God’s own heart, who will do all God’s will.

If you are such, God can say that He can give you whatever responsibility, and you will do all His will.

Unlike Saul, David repented.

God wants to know that we will do all His will.

Another king of Israel was said to not have the heart of David.

We can look through David’s life with the loyalty of Nathan.

At one point David walked into the camp where Saul was sleeping. Abishai wanted David to kill Saul. He said no. God would not hold him guiltless.

[Editor’s note: 1 Samuel 26:1-12]

Someone without the spirit of God would have thought God gave him that opportunity. David knew better, and he didn’t compromise that.

I don’t mean David was perfect. But he had amazing characteristics.

When Solomon was made king, we know what he did. We would all have the same thought. How can I do this?

1 Kings 3:7-9

With great humility, he asked for discernment. God gave it to him as a gift. What an amazing thing. God can bestow a gift to you.

God will be more than glad to give us the gifts to accomplish that task.

The gift of teaching. The gift of encouragement. The gift of giving. God can give that gift.

The gift of leadership or administration. The gift of mercy to help those who suffer.

God can give us these gifts. But there is one thing God cannot give: Holy righteous character.

He can give us a pure language. He can make us fluent to know every word without spending 10 years studying. 

I was never good at foreign languages. English was foreign enough.

God wants to see in us a person after His own heart.

We could go through the fruit of the spirit in Galatians 5. Those are character issues. That is the kind of person God wants as kings and priests.

When God expressed confidence in Abraham, God said that he would order his house to follow God. Christ will be able to look at you and say, “I know you will do my way.”

We are just beginning an exciting time keeping the feast and thinking about what we can do now to prepare for our role in it. We can dream about our destiny and how God will bring relief to many in the world.

Zechariah 14:16-17

Apparently, there is a time when Egypt will not come up, and they will have no rain.

But the world will come up to worship the king. We are here to worship the king. He can do amazing things. He will not stop.

As we gather, let’s practice the character that a king in the kingdom will practice.

2 Timothy 4:7-8

Vs. 7 – Each one of us will have the opportunity to say these words as we realize that God has worked great things in us.

Vs. 8 – That is you and I. We each have a crown of righteousness laid up for us. Let’s keep this feast and be uplifted by the amazing destiny that we each share.
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